Adult III – 21 July 2013 – Notes on Acts 9:20 – 9:43
Acts 9 - The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus

v20-25 - Saul preaches powerfully in Damascus then escapes.
· Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues: Because Saul was a skilled student of the great rabbi Gamaliel, he could take advantage of the synagogue custom that invited any able Jewish man to speak on the Scriptures at synagogue meetings.

· He preached the Christ: The message of Saul was all about Jesus.  He knew they needed to know Jesus in truth, that He is the Son of God. (Blasphemy to the Jews and to Saul earlier)
· v22 - proving that this is very Christ: Saul, an expert in the Old Testament, could easily see how Jesus was the Messiah promised in the Scriptures.
· v23 And after that many days were fulfilled: In Galatians 1:13-18, Paul elaborates on what happened during these many days.  He describes how he went to Arabia for a period of time, and then returned to Damascus.  After his return to Damascus, he went to Jerusalem.  Paul spent a total of three years in Damascus and Arabia (Galatians 1:18); truly these were many days.
· Before Saul/Paul ever went on his mission trips into the Mediterranean he went to Arabia.  Did he go to the ancestral home of Abraham?  We desire to go to Israel…
· The Jews plotted to kill him: (Acts 9:16)  Saul now becomes the persecuted instead of the persecutor!

· But their plot became known to Saul:  Saul would have divine protection until his ministry was completed before the Lord.

· He would also learn that God's deliverance often comes in humble ways.  There is nothing triumphant about sneaking out of a city by night hiding in a large basket!
v26-30 - Saul with the Christians at Jerusalem.
· v26 - It appears, that the early churches were very careful in the admission of persons into fellowship with them, except finding them to be true disciples.
· v27 - But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles,.... It is probable that Barnabas had been at Damascus, and had there related to him, the whole account of Saul's conversion and entrance on the ministry, which he gives a particular relation of, as follows:
· v29 - And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists:  Same group of people that Stephen got into trouble with

· v30  And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.  Saul’s hometown
v31 - The health of the churches in the whole region.
· Acts 9 began with Saul breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord (Act_9:1).  But God was more than able to turn this terrible threat into a great blessing.  Now Luke wants us to know that God's work was not only continuing, but it was strong, despite the great opposition that had come against it.

· Galilee: The text of the Book of Acts tells us nothing about the establishment of churches in Galilee.  We don't know who started these churches, how they did it, or all the great works of God which took place in these young churches.  This reminds us that Acts is only a partial history of the church during this period.

· The churches . . . had peace: This doesn't mean that all persecution had stopped; instead, it means that they had peace in the midst of persecution.
· In 37 AD, Caiaphas was replaced as high priest, first by Jonathan, then by Theophilus.  In the same year, Caligula succeeded Tiberius as Roman Emperor.  Caligula was bitterly hostile against the Jews and would be assassinated four years later.
v32-35 - Peter heals Aeneas at Lydda.
· The previous pattern of the apostles staying put in Jerusalem and those needing ministry coming from afar to them is now shifting.  Peter went through all parts of the country to do ministry, traveling the 25 miles from Jerusalem to Lydda, 9 miles from Joppa.

· Peter clearly identifies who it is doing the healing - Jesus the Christ.  Peter is only His instrument.  Jesus healed with the power of Jesus, but Peter did not heal with the power of Peter.  Peter relied solely on the power of Jesus.
v36-43 - Dorcas from Joppa is raised from the dead.
· Both the names Dorcas and Tabitha mean "deer or gazelle."  
· This woman was a beloved member of the Christian community in Joppa, because she was full of good works and charitable deeds. (Linda Snyder)

· Why did Peter raise Dorcas from the dead?  There is no indication that anyone asked him to.  It must have been a response to the direct leading of the Holy Spirit
· Tabitha, arise: Peter seems to remember the healing Jesus performed in Mark 5:38-43, when He brought the daughter of the ruler of a synagogue back to life.
· We should remind ourselves that Dorcas was not resurrected; she was resuscitated to her old life, where she would die again
· Acts 9:32 & 41 mention the saints in Lydda and Joppa; this is the first time Christians are called saints in Acts.  When the Bible calls Christians saints, the idea isn't of a super-perfect people; the idea is of a people who are different.  Saints are set apart from the world at large; they are distinctive.
· For a law-keeping Jew of that time, it was strictly forbidden to associate with anyone who routinely worked with dead animals.  According to the laws of that time, a tanner had to live at least 75 feet outside a village because of his ritual uncleanness.
