Adult III – 30 June 2013 – Notes on Acts 7:51 – 8:13
Acts 7 - Stephen’s Sermon to the Sanhedrin
v51-54 - Stephen applies the sermon to his listeners.
· Stephen rebukes those who rejected Jesus; they are stiff-necked (as Israel is described in passages like Exodus 32:9), and 
· they are uncircumcised in heart and ears (as Israel is described in passages like Jer_9:26).  
· he may have in mind a passage like Deu_10:16: Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.
· They were convicted by the Holy Spirit but reacted with rage instead of submission 
Stephen’s message makes 2 points:
· God is no respecter of places.  That is, though the temple was a wonderful gift from God, it was wrong to overemphasize it as “the house of God.”  
· Israel is guilty of what they have always been guilty of: Rejecting God’s messengers.
v55-56 - Stephen’s vision of Jesus.
· Consider that Jesus is standing instead of sitting.  Why?  Stephen is the first of all martyrs among the followers of Jesus. Jesus had risen from sitting to standing in order to encourage and welcome him.  Stephen has been confessing Christ before men, and now he sees Christ confessing his servant Stephen before God, the Father.
v57-58 - The execution of Stephen by stoning.
· The Sanhedrin had the same reaction with Stephen as with Jesus and sealed his fate as a blasphemer. Matthew 26:64-66.
· 64Jesus said to him, You have said: nevertheless I say to you, Hereafter shall you see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 65Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He has spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now you have heard his blasphemy. 66What think you? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.

· This fulfills what Jesus warned about in John 16:2-3:
· 2They shall put you out of the synagogues: yes, the time comes, that whoever kills you will think that he does God service. 3And these things will they do to you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.
· In Acts 26:10, Paul says …many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.
v59-60 - Stephen’s last words.
· His life ended in the same way it had been lived: In complete trust in God, believing that Jesus would take care of him in the life to come.
· Stephen was a martyr before they stoned him but he was the first martyr to seal his testimony with his blood.

· “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge” - God heard Stephen’s prayer, and Paul is the evidence of it.  We have no idea how greatly God can use us in our times of suffering.  Augustine said, “If Stephen had not prayed, the church would not have had Paul.”
Acts 8 - Philip and the Samaritans
v1-4 The church is persecuted and scatters.
· In Philippians 3:6, Paul says that he was so zealous in his religious faith that he persecuted the church.  Saul's "supervision" of the execution of Stephen was just one example of this persecution.
· Stephen's death might seem sort of meaningless at first glance but the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.
· In Acts 1:8 Jesus clearly told His followers to look beyond Jerusalem and bring the gospel to Judea, Samaria, and the whole world.  Was this persecution the will of God?  God can and will use pressing circumstances to guide us into His will.
· Since Jewish law prohibited open mourning for someone that had been executed, Luke's account that these devout men . . . made great lamentation over him may be Luke's way of showing that not all Jews were enemies of Christianity.
· What did Saul do?  He viciously attacked Christians, including women. Not only did he not spare the women, but he sought and secured his victims' death.  (Acts 9:1; 22:4; 26:10)  

· The end result is for the glory of God, because the persecution simply served to spread the message.  We shouldn't think that those who left Jerusalem left as formal preachers.  Most were "accidental missionaries" who talked about Jesus wherever they went.
v5-8 Philip brings the gospel to the Samaritans.
· Don’t confuse Philip the Deacon (aka Philip the Evangelist) with Philip the Apostle.  He was one of the Seven Deacons chosen to care for the poor of the Christian community in Jerusalem (Acts 6:5).  He preached and performed miracles in Samaria, and also met and baptized an Ethiopian eunuch.  Later, he lived in Caesarea with his four daughters who prophesied and where he was visited by Paul (Acts 21:8-9). He was one of those forced to flee persecution and ended up in Samaria.
· The persecution may have been directed especially against Stephen’s colleagues as easier targets than the Apostles.

· Who were the Samaritans?  Six hundred years before this, the Assyrians conquered this area of northern Israel and they deported all the wealthy and middle-class Jews from the area.  Then they moved in a pagan population from afar.  These pagans intermarried with the lowest classes of remaining Jews in northern Israel, and from these people came the Samaritans.
· Why did Philip preach Christ to them?  Because Philip was filled with the Holy Spirit, there was no room for prejudice in his heart.  He wasn't a racist towards the Samaritans. 
v9-13  Simon the Sorcerer believes.
· Simon had a fair degree of local fame and was honored as one who is the great power of God.

· Using sorcery in the Bible always has the connection with the occult.  Whatever real power Simon had, it was from Satan, not God.
· The Samaritans wrongly assumed that because Simon had real spiritual power , it was from God.

· Simon is convinced by Philip's preaching and amazing miracles, to the point where he declares belief, is baptized, and continued with Philip.  Simon became a follower of Philip and his ministry.
