Adult III – 9 June 2013 – Notes on Acts 5:1 - 5:28
Acts 5 - The Church Grows Despite Opposition
A. The lie of Ananias and Sapphira: v1-11
v1-2 What Ananias and Sapphira did.
· After they saw the great generosity of Barnabas, and how well he was respected, Ananias and Sapphira decided they wanted some of the same respect.
· They sold the possession, and gave only a portion to the church, while implying that they had sacrificially given it all to the church.

· The word for kept back is nosphizomai, which means "to misappropriate or to embezzle or withdraw covertly and appropriate to one's own use."  The same word was used of Achan's theft in the Greek translation of the OT (Joshua 7:21), and in its only other New Testament use, it means to steal (Titus 2:10).
· Clearly, both husband and wife were in on the deception.  Still a man’s world so Sapphira would follow later.

v3-6 Peter confronts Ananias.
· God apparently gave Peter supernatural knowledge of what Ananias had done.  This spiritual gift, called the word of knowledge, is mentioned in 1Co_12:8.
· 1 Corinthians 12:8  For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,
· An ability to discernment truth
· Peter did not accuse Ananias of lying to the church, or to the apostles, but to the Holy Spirit Himself.  
· Ananias may have been part of the 120 or 3000 at Pentecost.

· Peter freely acknowledges that the land and its value belonged to Ananias alone; he was completely free to do with it what he wanted.  His crime was not withholding the money, but in deceptively implying that he was giving it all.

· His sin was greed (in keeping the money); but his greater sin was pride, in wanting everyone to consider him so spiritual that he "gave it all."

· Proverbs 15:8  The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is acceptable to him. 
· The spirit of Ananias is alive and well in the church today.  Far too many want to be considered "spiritual" while refusing to pay any kind of price in their service to God.
· Satan can influence the life of a believer, but he can't do your sinning for you.  Ananias had to carry out the sin.  Where is the restraint of the Holy Spirit?
· Peter did not pronounce a "death sentence" on Ananias.  He simply confronted him with his sin and Ananias fell down dead.  It isn't the business of the church to pronounce a "death sentence" or a curse on anyone!
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· God struck Ananias dead for his sin.  Doesn't this seem rather harsh?... The greater wonder is that God delays His righteous judgment in virtually all other cases.  Ananias received exactly what he deserved; he simply could not live in the atmosphere of purity that marked the church at that time.
· For many Christians, their greatest fear is not in sinning itself, but in being found out.
· God's purpose was accomplished in the church at large: So great fear came upon all those who heard these things.
v7-11  Peter confronts Sapphira.
· Married couples in the Lord have a responsibility to keep each other from sin, and to refuse to participate in sin together, for God will hold each accountable.  The concept of submission does not extend to submitting unto sin.
· v11 This is the first use of the word church / ekklesia. In the Septuagint it is one of the words used to denote the people of Israel in their religious character as Yahweh's 'assembly. 
v12  Power shown through miracles and unity.
· The fact that God's people are together all with one accord is a greater display of the power of the Holy Spirit than any particular sign or wonder.  

· We can wonder why at this time God chose to do these miracles through the hands of the apostles and not through others.  

· Solomon's Porch: The second temple was a massive compound, with extensive colonnades and covered areas.  On the east side outside the Temple court was Solomon’s Portico.

v13-14  The church's reputation and growth.

· The Christians already had a reputation for integrity, and everybody knew it was a serious thing to be a follower of Jesus.  
· The Ananias and Sapphira incident had probably cut down on casual commitment!

· Added to the Lord, not to a "church" or a person or even a movement, but to God Himself.
v15-16  The expectation of miracles among the early Christians.
· People were so convinced of the reality and power of what the Christians believed, they thought they could be healed by the mere touch of Peter's shadow.
· From what we know of Luke the physician, we cannot assume that Luke be gullibly to stories of 'miraculous healing' without investigating them.
· The people are coming from afar to the apostles, instead of the apostles going to them.  This is exciting, but not exactly according to the command of Jesus.  He told the disciples to go out to Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (Act_1:8).  In fact, the apostles wouldn't leave Jerusalem until they were forced to by persecution (Act_8:1, 12:1-2).
v17-20  The arrest and imprisonment of the apostles.
· The apostles, like Jesus, are persecuted because their good works and popularity are a threat to those who have an interest in the status quo of religious and moral darkness.
· An angel was sent. Locked doors are nothing for the Lord!
· God did not set the apostles free so they could run for the hills.  They were set free for a reason.
v21-28 The apostles begin preaching again, and are arrested again by the Jewish rulers.
· What obedience!  What boldness!  They went to the most public place they could (the temple), and as soon as they could (early in the morning).  When they were thought to be in the prison, they were obediently teaching God's word.
· It would have been tempting for them to think that since they were miraculously released, that God would keep them from being arrested again, but that wasn't the case.
· The apostles do not appeal to popular opinion for protection against the Jewish rulers.  After all, they could have incited the crowd by shouting, "Are you going to let them take us away?"  
· Jewish rulers feared the people, but they did not fear God.
· The accusation of the high priest is a testimony to the effectiveness of the message preached by the apostles.  The high priest himself declares they have filled Jerusalem with [their] doctrine.  
· He knows that they want to bring this Man's blood on the Jewish rulers! Blood looked at in 2 ways, condemning and saving…
