Adult III – 2 June 2013 – Notes on Acts 4:1 - 4:37
Acts 4 - Peter and John Face the Sanhedrin

v1-4   Peter preaches to the Jewish leaders and Peter and John are arrested.
· Sadducees did not believe in the afterlife or resurrection at all.
· They put them into custody until the next day because it was illegal under Jewish law to have a trial by night, though this is what the Jewish rulers did to Jesus.
· Despite the opposition coming against the gospel, the number of Christians keeps increasing, growing to 5,000 from 3,000 at last count (Act_2:41).  
· Satan instead has attacked Western Christianity with worldliness, selfish pride, a need for acceptance, and status.  The self-centered, compromising Christian is despised by the world as a hypocrite.  We need more martyrs…. 
v5-7  Peter and John are brought before the Sanhedrin.
· These Jewish rulers are the same ones who recently condemned Jesus to death.  Peter and John must have thought that the trial of Jesus was going to happen all over again and they would be crucified like their Master, but it didn't seem to matter.
· John 18:24-28 talks of Annas and Caiaphas the high priest

v8-12  Peter boldly preaches to the Jewish leaders.
· v8 Foretold by Jesus in Matthew 10 – ie on trial and filled with the spirit
· 2 months ago this same Sanhedrin court was trying Jesus, but Jesus was tried at night
· v11 – cornerstone
· Psalm 118:22  The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.
· Matthew 21:42 Jesus said to them, Did you never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?
· v12 Peter doesn't merely proclaim Jesus as a way of salvation, but as the only way of salvation.  This idea is an offensive one in our pluralistic age; but it is the plain teaching of the Bible.

The Jewish rulers react to Peter's sermon.

v13   What they saw in Peter and John's character.
· Neither on this nor on any subsequent occasion . . . did the Sanhedrin take any serious action to disprove the apostles' central affirmation - the resurrection of Jesus.  
· Had it seemed possible to refute them on this point, how readily would the Sanhedrin have seized the opportunity!  
· Had they succeeded, how quickly and completely the new movement would have collapsed!
v14   What they saw in the man who was healed.
· This miracle was examined by doubters and stood up as a genuine miracle.
v15-18  Taking counsel, the Jewish leaders command Peter and John to stop preaching Jesus.
· How did Luke ever find out what the Sanhedrin discussed among themselves?  
· A member of that Sanhedrin later became a Christian: Saul of Tarsus.
· The corruption of their hearts is plain.  They acknowledge that a miracle has genuinely happened, yet they refuse to submit to the God who worked the miracle.
v19-20  Peter and John respond to the command to stop preaching Jesus.
· It is self-evident that they should listen to God instead of man.  Peter makes an effective appeal to this truth.
v21-22  Peter and John are released with threats of future punishment.
· The Jewish leaders were completely unmoved by an obvious miracle from God, yet they would respond to public opinion.  This proves they cared far more about man's opinion than God's opinion.
· Satan meant it all for great evil, but God meant it for good:

· Two thousand more people come to believe on Jesus.

· Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit again.

· Peter gets to preach Jesus to the leaders of the Jews.

· Hostile examiners confirm a miraculous healing.

· The enemies of Jesus are confused.

· Peter and John are bolder for Jesus than ever before.

· God is glorified.
The early church prays for boldness.
v23-24  Introduction: They acknowledge their God.
· Peter and John were basically saying, "They let us tell them about Jesus!  They realized we were like Jesus!  They told us not to tell others about Jesus!"
· They prayed in unity. There was no strife or contention among them.  They had the same mind when they prayed.
· When we pray, we often forget just who it is we are praying to, or worse yet, we pray to an imaginary God of our own ideas.  The disciples had power in prayer because they knew who they were praying to.
v25-28  They pray in light of the Scriptures.
· Why did Peter quote Psalm 2 here?  Because he and the other disciples understand what is happening to them by seeing what the Bible says about it.  
· From Psalm 2, they understand that they should expect this sort of opposition and not be troubled because of it.
· Seeing our circumstances in light of God's Word also means seeing when there is a sin problem.
· Because they saw their circumstances in light of God's Word, they could recognize that the wrath of man never operated outside of God's control.
v29-31  They ask for more boldness, more power, and their prayer is answered!
· They are asking for things that will lead to more confrontation, not less!
The sharing heart of the early church.

v32  Their attitude towards each other and towards material possessions.
· Was this an early form of communism?  
· There is a contrast between communism and koinonia.  
· "Communism says, 'What is yours is mine; I'll take it.'  
· Koinonia says, 'What is mine is yours, I'll share it.'"
v33  The effective witness of the apostles.
· With great power: They were putting God first, people second, and material things a distant third.
· Gave witness to the resurrection: Notice again the central place the resurrection of Jesus holds in the message of the first Christians.  They preached a resurrected Jesus.
· Great grace was upon them all.   God's favor was evident everywhere.
v34-37  Examples of early giving.
· All who were possessors of lands or houses sold them: This radical giving was absolutely necessary to meet the needs of this rapidly growing church.  Remember, many of these Jerusalem Christians came as "refugees" from abroad, having responded to the gospel on Pentecost. 

· All who were possessors of lands: People didn't wait for someone else to give.  When a need arose, they gave of their own possessions to help someone else.
· Unfortunately, this generosity of the early Christians soon began to be abused, and Paul had to give strict instructions to the churches on who should be helped and how.

· Paul's directions are that the church must discern who the truly needy are (1Tim_5:3).  
· If one can work to support himself, he is not truly needy and must provide for his own needs (2Thes_3:10-12, 1Tim_5:8, 1Thes_4:11).  
· If family can support a needy person, the church should not support them (1Tim_5:3-4).  
· Those who are supported by the church must make some return to the church body (1Tim_5:5, 10).  
· It is right for the church to examine moral conduct before giving support (1Tim_5:9-13).  
· And the support of the church should be for the most basic necessities of living (1Tim_6:8).

