Adult III –26 May 2013 – Notes on Acts 3:1 – 3:26
Acts 3 - A Lame Man Healed
v1-3 The request of the paralyzed beggar.
v1 At the hour of prayer: 
· Continuing their Jewish custom of prayer at certain hours of the day. 
· Not going to the temple at the hour of sacrifice, 
· But at the hour of prayer which followed the afternoon sacrifice.  
· Not to pray so much as to have a better opportunity to spread abroad the gospel."
v2  The gate of the temple which is called beautiful: The Jewish historian Josephus describes a gate made of fine Corinthian brass at the temple, seventy-five feet high with huge double doors, so beautiful that it "greatly excelled those that were only covered over with silver and gold." (Cited in Stott)

To ask alms: The lame man just wanted to be supported in the condition that he was in.  God wanted to completely change his condition.  Peter and John have no interest in supporting him in his mess.  They want to transform his life by the power of the risen Jesus Christ.

** It is not the Church's business to just make the present condition more bearable; the task of the Church is to proclaim the redemptive work Christ. It is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that changes us which in turn changes our conditions.
v4-10  The healing of the lame man.
If this man was more than 40 years old (Acts 4:22), and had been crippled since birth, and was a familiar sight at this temple gate (Acts 3:10), then Jesus must have passed him by many times without healing him.  Why?  Because God's timing is just as important as His will, and it was for the greater glory of God that He healed this man through His apostles.
Story:

Thomas Aquinas who was highly esteemed by Pope Innocent IV, going one day into the pope’s chamber, where they were reckoning large sums of money, the pope, addressing himself to Aquinas, said: ‘You see that the church is no longer in an age in which she can say, Silver and gold have I none?’ ‘It is true, holy father,’ replied Aquinas ‘nor can she now say to the lame man, Rise up and walk!’
Acts 3:8  And leaping up, he stood, and began to walk; and he entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.
· Could not previously enter the temple because of his deformity 

· During the time of prayer there was supposed to be quietness, he is leaping and praising
v11-12  Peter preaches to the gathered crowd 
· Peter took advantage of the crowd’s interest and began to preach, but he knew that the miracle in itself brought no one to Jesus.  Though they were greatly amazed, they weren't saved!

· Peter knew that saving faith did not come by seeing or hearing about miracles, rather faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17).

· Peter denies that the healing is due to either his power or godliness.  Peter's point is simple: Jesus healed all sorts of people when He walked this earth, so why should it seem strange that He continues to heal from heaven?
v13-18  Peter preaches Jesus.
· Peter makes it clear which God he is speaking of; this is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
· It is helpful for us to be clear about which God we serve and speak about.
· The continuity of the OT with NT events stands out in Peter’s address.
· Peter does not want to appear to be introducing any new doctrine
· The greatness of Peter's sermon is that it is all about Jesus, not on Peter or anything he has done, but all about Jesus.
· Peter boldly lays the guilt of Jesus' death where it belongs, on both the Jews and Gentiles
· Peter was not afraid to confront their sin, and he shows amazing boldness.
· v17  Sinning in ignorance does not equal innocence.

· All the evil they did to Jesus, it did not change or derail God's plan.
v19-21  Peter's call to repentance.
· Matthew 3:1-2  And in those days cometh John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, saying, 2Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
· Matthew 4:17  From that time began Jesus to preach, and to say, Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
· Mark 6:12  (Jesus sent out the 12) And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 
· Repentance does not procure the pardon of sin, for forgiveness is entirely due to the free grace of God, and blood of Christ. 

v22-26  Peter warns of the danger of rejecting Jesus.
· The Jews of Peter's day were aware of this prophecy of Moses (recorded in Deu_18:15, 18-19), but some thought that the Prophet would be someone different than the Messiah; Peter makes it clear that they are one and the same. 

· The destruction promised in the prophecy would become the legacy of this generation of Jews.  Many, but not all, of this generation rejected Jesus twice over.

· Hidden in the idea of the promise to Abraham and in the words “Unto you first” is the undeveloped theme of the extension of the gospel to all the world - even Gentiles.

· Sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities: God's desire to bless us and to do good for us also includes His desire to turn us all away from our sins.

Just as the lame man was hindered by expecting something but expecting the wrong thing, so it was with the Jewish people at this time.  They were expecting the Messiah, but not the right kind of Messiah.  They were looking for a political Messiah, not one to turn every one of you from your iniquities.  Are you expecting the right things from God today?
