Adult III –19 May 2013 – Notes on Acts 2:16-2:??
Acts 2 - The Holy Spirit Is Poured Out On the Church
v16-21  Peter quotes the prophet Joel.
· Peter preached the first sermon ever preached in the church of Jesus Christ. His text was a section from Joel’s prophecy, chapter 2:28-32a. 
· Peter may have quoted this scripture portion in its original Hebrew language. 
· The quotation is word for word literal, with the exception of the beginning. Peter says: “”In the last days…” whilst the Old Testament text reads: “And afterwards.”
· v17 - I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, = baptized with fire? 
· Some confirmed and some condemned…  
· John the Baptist prophesied that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Mat_3:11).
· Joel was prophesying to a repentant Judah

· Things spoken of had just happened 50 days ago…

v22-24  Peter introduces the focus of the sermon: The resurrected Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth
· As you yourselves know: Peter refers to what these people already knew about Jesus.
· Peter knows that Jesus' death was by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God.  At the same time, those who rejected Him and called for His execution were responsible. 
· Here we have a seemly conflict of predestination versus free will.
· They had no argument… the Holy Spirit brought them under deep conviction of their responsibility and sin.
· God is sovereign but Man is responsible…
· The Holy Spirit allows us to slowly come to grips with truths that are not easily accessible.

· v24 Seemed to accept Jesus resurrection – probably hear many rumors
· His first concern was not to please his audience, but to tell them the truth.
v25-36  Peter develops the theme of the resurrected Jesus.
· Peter tells us that Psalm 16:8-11 is prophetic, with application to the Messiah.
· The first apostolic sermon leads up to the first apostolic creed: ‘Jesus is Lord’ and refers back to Acts 2:21 …everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.'
v37-41  The response to Peter's preaching.
· The exercise of the gift of tongues produced nothing in the listeners but astonishment and mocking; 
· it wasn't until the gospel was preached that conviction from the Holy Spirit came.
· Responded with "Brothers, what shall we do?"
· When God is working on someone's heart, they want to come to Him and will act.
· They gave their own “invitation”.

v42-47  The life of these first believers.
