Adult III –12 May 2013 – Notes on Acts 2:4-2:21
Acts 2 - The Holy Spirit Is Poured Out On the Church
v4b-13  The phenomenon of speaking in tongues.
What happened on the morning of Pentecost offset the curse God had placed upon mankind at the construction of the tower of Babel. At Babel, the Lord confused mankind so that one person could no longer understand what the other was saying. At Pentecost, there was no confusion; the audience testified: “We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”
Is the speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance in Acts 2 the same gift of tongues described in 1 Corinthians 12 and 14?
· Jews of the dispersion vs same language in Corinth (Greek)

· 120 disciples and only 15 nations mentioned
· Is it productive to the church? (1Co 14:14 mind unfruitful)
· 1Co 12:10  To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

· 1Co 12:11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
· 1 Co 14:2 For he that speaks in an unknown tongue speaks not to men, but to God: for no man understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.
· 1Co 14:18  I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:
· 1 Co 14:19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.
· Rom 8:16 (8:26-27 - praying)The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: (Youtube video – twins talking to each other)
We should regard the gift of Acts 2 and the gift of tongues in 1 Corinthians as the same, simply because the same term is used for both in the original language (heterais glossais).  Also, the verb translated gave them utterance in Act_2:4 is frequently used in Greek literature in connection with spiritually prompted (ecstatic) speech, not mere translation into other languages.
1Co 13:8  Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.

Also see:  Acts 10:46 & Acts 19:6 (Revelation 7:9-12, Zephaniah 3:9)
Chuck Missler’s article on Pentecost

Adam Clarke’s Commentary quotes Dr. Lightfoot who made the interesting observation that Rabbi Jose saith, “David died at Pentecost, and all Israel bewailed him, and offered their sacrifices the day following. This is a remarkable coincidence; and may be easily applied to him of whom David was a type.”
Israel became a nation on Pentecost (May 14th) 1948!!!

v14-15  Peter begins his sermon.  (Tongues cease…)

· standing up vs sitting like a Rabbi

· Raised his voice = now a new boldness appears

· And said unto them, ye men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem; which shows that they were the natives and citizens of Jerusalem that mocked and scoffed; for to these the apostle addresses himself,
· Most Jews - pious or not - did not eat or drink until after the third hour (9:00am) of the day, because that was the time for prayer, and they would only eat after their business with God was accomplished.
v16-21  Peter quotes the prophet Joel.
· Peter preached the first sermon ever preached in the church of Jesus Christ. His text was a section from Joel’s prophecy, chapter 2:28-32a. 
· Peter may have quoted this scripture portion in its original Hebrew language. 
· The quotation is word for word literal, with the exception of the beginning. Peter says: “”In the last days…” whilst the Old Testament text reads: “And afterwards.”
· v17 - I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, = baptized with fire? 
· Some confirmed and some condemned…  
· John the Baptist prophesied that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Mat_3:11).
· Joel was prophesying to a repentant Judah

· Things spoken of had just happened 50 days ago…

