Adult III –5 May 2013 – Notes on Acts 1:15-2:4
Acts 1 - Jesus Ascends to Heaven, A New Apostle Chosen
v15-20  Peter suggests selecting a replacement for Judas. 
· so as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood; or "in their own dialect", the "Jerusalem dialect", Which was now Chaldee, or Syriac; Of Aramaic origin
· Three important steps in making godly decisions: 

· The disciples are in obedience, 
· they are in fellowship, and 
· they are in prayer.
· Plus when you have a difficult task to do base it on Scripture…

· Psalm 69:25  Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents. = common curse
· Luke 19:44 And shall lay you even with the ground, and your children within you; and they shall not leave in you one stone on another; because you knew not the time of your visitation.
· Mat 23:37-38 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you that kill the prophets, and stone them which are sent to you, how often would I have gathered your children together, even as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and you would not! 38 Behold, your house is left to you desolate.

· Isaiah 5:9 In my ears said the LORD of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant.
· Psalm 109:8  Let his days be few; and let another take his office. (Evoke as a modern day curse?)
· Jews looked upon these verses as the doom of traitors, of cruel and deceitful mind, that Peter saw at once in the speedy death of Judas a fulfillment of this sentence, and a reason for the appointment of a successor who should take his place of oversight.
We may question Peter’s use of scripture but Jesus did the same…

While the disciples were celebrating the Passover with Jesus, He had quoted from the Psalms and said: “But this is to fulfill the scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.’ ”(John 13:18) This quotation was from one of David’s psalms: “Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”(Psalm 41:9) This very quote is proof of the fact that Jesus had initially trusted Judas Iscariot

v21-23   Qualifications are stated and two men are nominated.
· No sense of an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon them; that was yet to come.  
· But God did not leave them without guidance.  They knew what to do from the Word.  
· Who have accompanied us all the time: Whoever replaces Judas must be one who had been with them since they were baptized by John, stayed with them during the days of Jesus' earthly ministry, and they must have seen the resurrected Jesus.

· What told them that these were to be the qualifications?  Sanctified common sense!  There was no direct, awesome revelation from God; their common sense was being blessed because they were in obedience, in fellowship, in prayer, in the Word, and desiring God's will.

· Their sanctified common sense was notable; it didn't answer everything, but it did narrow it down to two men.

· The main job of the new apostle was simply to become a witness with us of His resurrection.  

v24-26   The disciples pray and cast lots to select a replacement for Judas.
· And they prayed: Their doing what Jesus would do was notable.  How did Jesus choose the disciples?  He prayed (Luke 6:12-13), even as these disciples did, to see who the Lord would add to their number.
· Luke 6:12-13 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God  13And when it was day, he called to him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;

· And they cast their lots: Their reliance on God is notable.  Though they were not yet filled with the Holy Spirit, as they would be, they still wanted to choose a method that would make them rely on God. 
· The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord. (Proverbs 16:33)

· The casting of lots may be an imperfect way to discern God's will, but it is much better than the methods many Christians use today, relying on emotions, circumstances, feelings, carnal desires and so forth.
· Even though we read nothing more of Matthias, we should not assume he was a "dud" as an apostle; except for Peter and John, none of the original twelve are mentioned again after Acts 1.  

· Paul considered himself an apostle, but one born out of due time (1Co_15:8).  It doesn't seem that he objected to the selection of Matthias.

· Rev_21:14 tells us that each of the twelve foundations of the New Jerusalem has the name of one of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  Is the twelfth apostle Paul or Matthias?  
How many wrong decisions would we make if we did all of these things before we made the decision?  
· The disciples were in obedience, 
· they were in fellowship, 
· they were in prayer, 
· they were in the Word, 
· they wanted to do God's will, 
· they used sanctified common sense, 
· they did what Jesus would do, and 
· they did what they could do to rely on God.
Acts 2 - The Holy Spirit Is Poured Out On the Church
v1-4a  The disciples are filled with the Holy Spirit.
· The followers of Jesus were all with one accord in one place.  They were gathered together sharing:

· the same heart, 
· the same love for God, 
· the same trust in His promise, 
· and the same geography.

· Before we can be filled, we must recognize our emptiness; 

· The association of the sound of a rushing mighty wind, filling the whole house, with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is unusual. But it probably has connection with the fact that in both the Hebrew and Greek languages, the word for spirit (as in Holy Spirit) is the same word for breath or wind.  Here, the sound from heaven is the sound of the Holy Spirit being poured out on the disciples

· The divided tongues, as of fire, appearing over each one are also unusual.  John the Baptist prophesied that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Mat_3:11).
Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water to repentance. but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:  12 Whose fan (winnowing fork) is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner (granary or barn); but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
· Baptize you with the Holy Spirit: This is the promised out-pouring of the Holy Spirit promised with the New Covenant (Ezekiel 37:14 -  And shall put my spirit in you, and you shall live,).

· And fire: To baptize with fire means to bring the fires of judgment, which will purify the pure, but destroy the wicked like chaff.

· Under the Old Covenant, the Holy Spirit rested on God's people more as a nation, that is, Israel.  But under the New Covenant, the Holy Spirit rests upon God's people as individuals - the tongues of fire sat upon each of them.
