Adult III –28 Apr 13 – Notes on Acts 1:8-14
Acts 1 - Jesus Ascends to Heaven, A New Apostle Chosen
v8

The words “shall” are not the imperative, not a command.  Jesus wasn't recommending that they become witnesses, He was saying they would have the desire be witnesses/martyrs because of the indwelling of the Spirit.

(ESV)  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

(GNB)  But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
v9-11
· Why did Jesus ascend this way?  He certainly could have simply "vanished" but with the ascension, Jesus wanted His followers to know that He was gone for good, as opposed to the way He appeared and reappeared during the forty days after the resurrection.
· This was probably the moment at which our High Priest entered the sanctuary and the blood was applied to the throne of God. 

· Evidently, the ascension was also a necessary preparation for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Jesus had told His disciples: John 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

· The cloud that received Christ upon his ascension was not merely a cloud of condensed vapor but was a symbol of the Shekinah glory which represents the glorious presence of God (Ex 33:7-11; 40:34).  Mark 9:1-8 Mount of Transfiguration, cloud & Moses & Elijah…

· Why do you stand gazing up into heaven?  The two men (not angels) told the disciples to put their attention in the right place (obedience to Jesus' command to return to Jerusalem), not in wondering where and how Jesus went.  Jesus told them to go to the ends of the earth, and they stood gazing up into heaven.  Some speculate that the "men" were possibly Moses and Elijah.  
· Why two?  = witnesses
Acts 1:12  Then returned they unto Jerusalem (as told=obedient) from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. = 2000 cubits =1 mile

v13-14
· Eleven disciples mentioned

· With the women. Especially those women who had followed and ministered to the Lord, lingered at his cross, and at his tomb. 

· Mary. This is the last time she is named in the scripture. Tradition reports that she lived until the near the time of the overthrow of Jerusalem. 
· His brethren. The sons of Joseph and Mary. One of them, James, was afterwards the James of Jerusalem and the author of the Epistle of James. They were unbelievers six months before (John 7:5), but now believed. James had seen the risen Lord (1Co_15:7).
