Adult III –21 Apr 13 – Notes on Acts 1:1-8
Acts 1 - Jesus Ascends to Heaven, A New Apostle Chosen
v1 - Christian Medical Mission in China – Chinese farmer with cataracts - witnessing 
Act 1:2  Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 

Act 1:3  To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:
· Commandments = 2 following

· In 1 Corinthians 15:6, Paul describes one of these many infallible proofs: He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present.
We do not know exactly how many times the disciples and other groups of people saw Jesus after His resurrection. The Adam Clarke’s Commentary:

1. The first was to Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, Matt 28:1-9.

2. The second, to the two disciples on their way to Emmaus, Luke 24:15.

3. The third, to Simon Peter, Luke 24:34.

4. The fourth, to ten of the apostles, Thomas being absent, Luke 24:36, and John 20:19. 

5. The fifth was to the eleven disciples, Thomas being then with them, John 20:26.

6. The sixth, to seven of the apostles in Galilee, at the sea of Tiberius, John 21:4.

7. The seventh, to James, 1 Cor 15:7, most probably in Jerusalem, and when Jesus gave an order for all his apostles to assemble together, as in Acts 1:4.

8. The eighth, when they were assembled together, and when he led them unto Bethany, Luke 24:50, from whence he ascended to heaven.” There may have been other appearances that are not recorded in the Scriptures.
· Forty days = timeline

· Speaking of things = not of mystical stuff like Gnostics claim but things he has already been speaking of…like on the Road to Emmaus

· Holy Spirit will open their eyes

v4-5 - Jesus' final instructions to the disciples.
· These 2 verses provide another example of the "Trinity".  Jesus tells of the Promise of the Father, which is the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Joel 2:28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
John 14:16-17  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
· Counting of the Omer  is a verbal counting of each of the forty-nine days between the Jewish holidays of Passover and Shavuot (Feast of Weeks or Pentecost) as stated in the Hebrew Bible: Leviticus 23:15-16.  (Chuck Missler – 2 loaves = Jew and Gentile)
v6 -  The disciples knew the many Old Testament prophecies describing the spiritual and political rebirth of Israel.  The disciples probably thought that the spiritual rebirth seemed certain, so the political would come, also.  And they would be in charge…
· Scriptural background for their question:
 Genesis 49:10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh (he to whom it belongs) come; and to him shall the gathering of the people be.”

Isaiah 1:26 And Isaiah had prophesied about Jerusalem: “And I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counsellors as at the beginning: afterward you shall be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city.”

Daniel 7:27 The angel had told Daniel in his vision: “And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.” 
John 18:36 But they must also have been familiar with Jesus’ statement before Pontius Pilate: “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”
· Question implies: kingdom once existed, not now present, but will return, & will be the same kingdom, except with Jesus Christ as the King
v7 – Is this an implied change in Jesus knowledge?
Matthew 24:3  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?
Matthew 24:36  But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
Mark 13:32  But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.
· How do you think the disciples would have felt if they had known that the kingdom they wanted to see right then would not be coming for almost 2,000 years? 

· Don’t live as citizens of this world but as citizens of God’s kingdom.
v8

The Greek word rendered “power” is dunamis, from which the English words “dynamic,” and “dynamite” are derived. We must not mix dunamis… which we translate power in this verse, as we do exousia… translated by the same word in the preceding verse. 
· exousia = God’s infinite authority over all times and seasons, and his liberty of acting or not acting 
· dunamis = the energy bestowed by Jesus upon his disciples, thru which they are enabled to work miracles
The Greek word rendered “witnesses” is martures or martus from which the word “martyr” is derived. “Martyr” is defined as: “A person who dies rather than renounce a religion; also: a person who makes a great sacrifice for the sake of principle.” Barnes’ Notes states: “The reason why this name was given to them was that they bore witness to the life, instructions, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, even in the midst of persecution and death. It is commonly supposed that nearly all of the apostles bore witness as martyrs in this sense to the truths of the Christian religion, but of this there is not clear proof.”
Witnessing begins at home… Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, the world
The words “shall” are not the imperative, not a command.  Jesus wasn't recommending that they become witnesses, He was saying they would have the desire be witnesses because of the indwelling of the Spirit.

· other take his office.
