Adult III – 17 Feb 13 – Notes on Exodus 32-33
Exodus 32 - The Golden Calf
v30-32 - Moses returns to intercede for the people. 
· Book of Life – first time mentioned in the Bible
· Moses asked God to forgive Israel on the basis of his own (Moses’) sacrificial identification with the sinful people. This sacrificial heart was the same heart Jesus had in dying for our sins.
v33-35 - The Lord's response to the plea of Moses.
· God agreed to spare the nation as a whole, but He definitely reserved the right to judge individual sinners.
· This was God's promise to stay faithful to Israel and to keep His presence with them.
Exodus 33 - Israel's Path of Restored Fellowship
1-3 - The people learn of God's heart towards their sin.
· This was a test for Moses and the nation as a whole. 
· God told them they could have the Promised Land, but He would not remain with them in a close, personal way. 
· If they were satisfied with that arrangement, it would prove they only loved God's blessings and not God Himself. 
· If they challenged God - pleading with Him for His presence, not only His blessings - it would show a genuine heart for God Himself. 
· This was the first step towards revival in Israel – a change of heart.

4-6 - The people repent and mourn.
· This was a good response - They mourned the potential loss of God's close presence. They cared about their relationship with the Lord, not only what He could give them.
· The people displayed their repentance and mourning by not wearing their ornaments. 
· This was another step towards revival among Israel. – a test of their obedience
7-11 - Moses leads the nation in worship.
· Moses initiated a determined effort to seek God, making his own tent a tabernacle of meeting.
· Moses sought God, radically and spontaneously, God touched the hearts of the people.
· By making the place of worship outside the camp, Moses clearly drew a line to see who really wanted to draw close to the Lord.
· The people watched and noticed when Moses worshipped; then they also worshipped. Moses prompted the people to draw closer to God by his own example.
· The phrase face to face is a figurative expression, meaning free and open fellowship. 
· This was a special example to his servant Joshua. When Moses drew close to God it also drew Joshua close to God, so much so that Joshua did not depart from the tabernacle.

