Adult III – 3 Feb 13 – Notes on Exodus 31-32
Exodus 31 

v1-6  - The call of Bezaleel and Aholiab.
· Even as God specifically chose Moses and Aaron, He also specifically chose these craftsmen for His service.

· v3 filled him with the spirit of God - God supernaturally enabled Bezaleel to do the work of building the Tabernacle.

v7-11 - The list of items to be built in the construction of the tabernacle and its furnishings.
· God wanted the work organized and detail. Nothing should be forgotten or neglected.
· God wanted the tabernacle and its furnishings built according to a specific pattern. It was a earthly model of a heavenly reality.
v12-17 - The command to respect the Sabbath.
· This command at the very end of all the commands to build the tabernacle. Though God gave Israel a work to do in building the tabernacle He did not want them to do that work on the Sabbath. The “God ‘s time of rest” still had to be respected.
· In the New Covenant we are not bound by the Sabbath, but the principle is still important.
· Romans 14:5 - One man esteems one day above another: another esteems every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.
· Colossians 2:16-17 - Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 17Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

v18  God gives Moses the tablets of stone, written with His finger
Exodus 32 - The Golden Calf
v1 -  Israel steps into idolatry. The people make a request.
Exodus 24:18 And Moses went into the middle of the cloud, and got him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.
· How we handle God's ordained delays is a good measure of our spiritual maturity.
· When it comes to ministry, it can be so dangerous to go with what people want or what they feel they need.

· They were willing to trust a god they could make to finish what the Lord began.

Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are you now made perfect by the flesh?
v2-4 - Aaron responds to the peoples' request.
· God gave Moses instructions for taking a free-will offering to be used in making a holy place for God (Exo_25:1-7). Here Aaron received a collection, an offering of gold to make an idol.
· By nature, people are generous in what they give to their idols. We should be even more generous with what we give to the Living God.
· This wasn't Spirit-inspired craftsmanship. It was the flesh-inspired work of Aaron. 
· Aaron wasn't a true leader. He is an example of the one who leads by following popular opinion.
· This statue of a calf did not exist the day before, and now they worship it as the god that brought them out of Egypt.

v5-6 - Ungodly and immoral worship at the golden calf.
· This second step of Aaron's was worse. He honored and sanctified the idol with animal sacrifice.
· Aaron and the rest of Israel probably thought that they could give honor to the LORD through the golden calf.
· The verb translated play (v6) can suggest sex-play in Hebrew . . . tsachaq (tsä·khak')
· Less than 2 months before this, Israel heard the voice of God Himself thunder from heaven, audibly speaking the Ten Commandments to the nation but it did not change their hearts.
v7-8 - God tells Moses what is happening at the camp of Israel.
· God called Israel your people, in the sense that He was disowning Israel.
· God described to Moses everything that happened, and even quoted the words of the people in their idolatry.

v9-10 - God's amazing offer to Moses.
· God had seen enough, and He made an offer to Moses. God would consume Israel and start over again with Moses
· God could have done this and still fulfilled every promise made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It would completely change the place of Moses, making him the new "Abraham" of God's plan for Israel.
· The clear impression is that if Moses did nothing, the plan would go ahead.
v11-14 - Moses intercedes for Israel & God relents from His anger.
· He did not say, "Well, whatever God will do, God will do." He pleaded with the LORD, according to what he believed to be God's heart. 
· Moses' prayer was not long but it was strong. "It is not the length, but the strength of prayer that appeals to God."
· In his prayer, Moses first gave the people back to God.
· Moses then appealed to God on the basis of:

· Grace - v11 saved Israel by grace
· Glory – v12 discredit in eyes of Egypt

· Goodness – v13 keep promises

· Moses' prayer did not change God, but it did change the standing of the people in God's sight - the people were now in a place of mercy, when before they were in a place of judgment.
· The principle that God's promises of judgment are inherently meant to call men to repentance and prayer and therefore avert the judgment
· God deliberately put Moses into this crucial place of intercession, so that Moses would display and develop God's heart for the people, a heart of love and compassion. Moses prayed just as God wanted him to - as if heaven and earth, salvation or destruction, depended on his prayer. This is how God waits for us to pray.
