Adult III – 16 Dec 12 – Notes on Exodus 22-23
Chapter 22
v21-27  Compassion for the poor and weak.
· A good measure of our moral character is found in how we treat a stranger.
· The widow and fatherless child were the weakest and most vulnerable members of society. Therefore God commanded special care and concern for them, and God promised to protect them.
· This did not prohibit the taking of interest on loans that were not for relief of the poor. It is understood as compound interest.

v28-31 Laws regarding holiness and separation unto God.
(ESV)  "You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people.
· The most basic arena for holiness is always the tongue.
· We also respect God by giving Him His due.  First born could be redeemed. Passover…

· We are commanded to act differently than the animals. We are called to be holy men, not scavengers.

Chapter 23 - More Laws Directed to Judges
v1-3 Commands to respect the law, not convenience or the crowd.
· v1 - Since the issue is a false report or rumor, it is proper to ask - and demand - proof from the person bringing the report, and proof as required in the Bible - from two or three witnesses. NOTE: Sexual accusation from a minor.

· v2 – Don’t follow a crowd to do evil

1 Corinthians 15:33  Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals."
· v3 - The poor are not to be favored just because they are poor, any more than the rich should be favored because they are rich.
v4-9 Laws promoting kindness and righteous civil conduct.
· These laws promoting kindness and fair conduct in the community of Israel were easily summarized by Jesus: You shall love . . . your neighbor as yourself (Luke 10:27).
· God commanded Israel to show kindness and fairness towards those who they might not be kind towards by nature. Here, kindness is commanded even to one who hates you - as Jesus made clear in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37).
v10-13  The Sabbath principle.
· The principle of the Sabbath applied to more than the workweek. There were also Sabbath years, where the land was to rest and lie fallow one year out of seven.
· Failure of Israel to give the land its Sabbaths determined the certainty and duration of the Babylonian exile (Lev_26:32-35, 2Ch_36:21).
· 2 Chronicles 36:21 To fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfill three score and ten years.
· Matthew 18:21-22 21Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  22Jesus said to him, I say not to you, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. (Referring to God’s long suffering with Israel…) Pastor’s Sermon
v14-17  Three national feasts.
· God commanded that three times a year, all men in Israel had to come together to keep the most important feasts. These included Passover/Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, and Ingathering (Pentecost).
v18-19  Laws regarding sacrifice and first fruits offering.
· Since leaven was a symbol of sin and corruption, atoning blood could never be offered with leavened bread.
· Fat - everything must be given to God, not a portion reserved for later.
· Boiling a young kid - This was actually a command to not imitate a common pagan fertility ritual.
v20-21  The Angel who has the name of God in Him.
· Manifestation of Jesus Christ

v22-26  Blessings promised to an obedient Israel.
· There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren in the land,.... There shall be no abortions or miscarriages, nor sterility or barrenness, either among the Israelites, or their cattle of every kind, so that there should be a great increase, both of men and beasts:
v27-30  How God will help Israel take possession of the land
· Fear

· Hornets

· Gradually to possession so as not to leave the land desolate
v31-33  Boundaries of Israel's inheritance.
· And I will set thy bounds,.... The bounds of the land of Canaan, which in process of time it should reach unto, though not at once, not until the times of David and Solomon, 2Sa_8:1 
· from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines: the Red sea was the boundary eastward, as the sea of the Philistines, or the Mediterranean sea, was the boundary westward: 

· and from the desert unto the river; the desert of Shur or Arabia, towards Egypt, was the boundary southward, as the river Euphrates was the boundary northward,

