Adult III – 2 Dec 12 – Notes on Exodus 21-22
Chapter 21
v28-32  Determining guilt when an animal kills a human.
This law illustrates the principle of intent and neglect. 
· An owner of a man-killing ox cannot be held guilty if the animal had no history of aggression towards people - yet the animal must die, and the owner is forbidden to profit from the animal or its death.  
· But if man owns an ox who he knows to be aggressive, and he fails to control the animal, he is held guilty of murder and punished as such.
· If the survivors of the dead man accepted a monetary restitution in lieu of the ox owner's death, this was an acceptable settlement.
· In a servant’s death, 30 pieces of silver was the restitution, the same price Jesus was "sold" for by Judas. Matthew 26:15.
v33-36  More laws giving the principle of negligence and restitution.
· These laws communicate the principle of "you-break-it-you-bought-it." 

· These laws required the investigation and analysis of judges, so that the application of the law took into account findings of intent and negligence. The principle is "do what is fair."

Chapter 22 - More Laws Directed to Judges
v1-4  Restitution required in cases of theft.
· The Mosaic Law did not send a person to jail because of theft. Instead, the thief was simply required to restore what he stole, plus an additional penalty.
· If the person was unable to pay back what he stole, the thief was sold as an indentured laborer, with the money from the sale going to the victim.
· The assumption was that if it was daylight, the property owner had the ability to defend himself short of lethal force.
v5-8  Further application of the principle of restitution.
· Owner of livestock is required to respect his neighbor's property (the grazing land).
· Restitution was also required in cases of vandalism or foolish negligence, even if one kept the property of another. 
· In the Mosaic legal system, a great premium was put on personal responsibility, even with the property of others.
v9-13  More application of the principle of restitution.
When testimony was given, a man's word was taken as true unless proven otherwise. This is basis of the legal principle of the accused being innocent unless proven guilty.
v14-15  Restitution principles applied to borrowing and lending.
This was the simple principle meant to guide the judges. The guilty party had to make it good.

v16-17 The remedy for pre-marital sex.
This law emphasizes the principle that there is no such thing as "casual" sex.
· Deu 22:29 Then the man that lay with her shall give to the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he has humbled her, he may not put her away all his days.
v18-20 Three capital crimes: occult practices, bestiality and idolatry
