Adult III – 25 Nov 12 – Notes on Exodus 21-22
Chapter 21
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
· profitable for doctrine (it tells us a truth that means more than our opinions). 
· reproof and correction (it tells us when we are wrong in our thinking or conduct). 
· instruction in righteousness (it tells us how to live rightly before God and with our fellow man).
v1 These next three chapters present laws establishing precedent for the legal system of Israel, the judges appointed by Moses.
v2-4 The first words of God from Sinai had declared that He was Jehovah Who brought them out of slavery (Ex 20:2).So, the first person whose rights are dealt with is the slave." 

A Hebrew servant: There were 6 probable ways a Hebrew might become a slave to another Hebrew.

· In extreme poverty, they might sell their liberty (Lev_25:39).

· A father might sell his children into servitude (Exo_21:7).

· In the case of bankruptcy, a man might become servant to his creditors (2Ki_4:1).

· If a thief had nothing with which to pay proper restitution (Exo_22:3-4).
· A Hebrew slave may be ransomed from a Gentile by a Hebrew 
· A Hebrew could be taken prisoner of war, and so sold for a slave. 

A Hebrew servant was to leave his service after 6 years in the same condition as he came in.

v4 – Probably dealt with a Canaanite woman, as a Hebrew woman not taken as a wife was released after 6 years

v5-6 The bond-slave: a willing slave for life.
v6  Must have witnesses to the piercing ceremony…
Psalm 40:6 Sacrifice and offering you did not desire; my ears have you opened (pierced): burnt offering and sin offering have you not required.
Romans 1:1; James1:1; 2Peter 1:1; Jude 1:1

doulos (doo'-los)  a slave (literally or figuratively, involuntarily or voluntarily; bond (-man), servant.

v7-11  The rights of female maid-servants.
Must be treated respectfully in one of 3 ways assuming she is betrothed or released as a male servant.
v12-14 Appropriate punishment for both murder and manslaughter.
v12

· The principle for capital punishment goes back to Genesis 9:6: Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man. 
· The right for the state to carry out capital punishment is also supported in the New Testament  Romans 13:3-4
v13  God did not place crimes of passion or neglect on the same plane as crimes of  premeditation and treachery.  Then I will appoint for you a place where he may flee: Later (Numbers 35 and Joshua 20) God commanded Israel to make cities of refuge - a place where he may flee - cities where one could flee in a case of manslaughter, and be protected until his case was properly heard.
v14  …you shall take him from my altar, that he may die.  The principle of punishing murderers is so important to God that He denied murderers refuge at His altar.

v15& 17  Rules on dishonoring parents
Proverbs 20:20 Whoever curses his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness.
Leviticus 20:9 For every one that curses his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he has cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be on him.
Deuteronomy 21:18-21 – stoned after taking him before the elders

Q: How does this apply to us today?   Separation from the relationship
v16  Kidnapping was also considered a capital offense. In the eyes of God, criminally enslaving a man was not far removed from murdering him.
v18-19  Regarding compensation for personal injury.
There is no punitive damages awarded.
v20-21 Regarding the beating and death of a servant.
These laws together paint a picture of the ideas behind slavery in ancient Israel. A servant was a person (who could not be murdered), yet they were also considered the property of the master.
if he continue a day or two, he shall not be punished = showed  intent, loss of servant was punishment enough
v22-25  Laws of retribution.
If no lasting damage results, there are no damages awarded. 
In the case of no real harm, God recognizes that some bad things just happen, and we get over them - and move on.
However if there is physical harm done, retribution is limited to what is just and decided by judges.
In many cases, the guilty party could pay the value of the damage to the damaged party.
Matthew 5:38-42 38You have heard that it has been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:

39But I say to you, That you resist not evil: but whoever shall smite you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if any man will sue you at the law, and take away your coat, let him have your cloak also. 41And whoever shall compel you to go a mile, go with him two.  42Give to him that asks you, and from him that would borrow of you turn not you away.
v26-27 The law of retribution as it regards masters and servants.
The principle of eye for an eye has a different application for servants. The servant, if injured by the master, received something more precious than an eye - his freedom.
If this did not teach the master to be humane, it taught them to be cautious.
v28-32  Determining guilt when an animal kills a human.
This law illustrates the principle of intent and neglect. 
· An owner of a man-killing ox cannot be held guilty if the animal had no history of aggression towards people - yet the animal must die, and the owner is forbidden to profit from the animal or its death.  
· But if man owns an ox who he knows to be aggressive, and he fails to control the animal, he is held guilty of murder and punished as such.
· If the survivors of the dead man accepted a monetary restitution in lieu of the ox owner's death, this was an acceptable settlement.
· In a servant’s death, 30 pieces of silver was the restitution, the same price Jesus was "sold" for by Judas. Matthew 26:15.
