Adult III – 11 Nov 12 – Notes on Exodus 20
Chapter 20
v1-17
These are commonly called the Ten Commandments or the Decalogue, 
v13 – (6) Thou shalt not kill (murder = ratsach = premeditated, assassinate) also the spirit…
· There is a distinction between to kill and to murder. As opposed to killing, murder is the taking of life without legal justification (execution after due process) or moral justification (killing in self defense).
· Murder is specifically limited to killing of humans. Killing of animals is not forbidden, but killing of men means the destruction of the image of God. That is why God says to Noah:  Genesis 9:6 "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image.
· Jesus showed that it also prohibits us from hating someone else (Matthew5:21-26), because we can wish someone dead in our hearts, yet never have the "courage" to commit the deed.
· The commandment does not forbid capital punishment. As a matter of fact it sanctions it. A murderer should be executed, according to the Word of God, because he has destroyed the image of God.

v14 – (7) Thou shalt not commit adultery. (na'aph = adultery) also has a sense of fornication
· The difference between adultery and fornication is that in fornication neither of the parties is married. The punishment for adultery was death:  Leviticus 20:10
· Proverbs 6:32  But whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks understanding: he that does it destroys his own soul.
· Jesus explained the heart of this commandment. It prohibits us from looking at a woman, where we commit adultery in our heart or mind, yet may not have the courage or opportunity to do the actual act (Matthew 5:27-30). We aren't innocent just because we didn't have the opportunity to sin the way we really wanted to.
· 1 Corinthians 6:18  Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.
· Pornography = Lust = Desire
· The main theme of the book of Hosea is based on an image of marriage. Israel’s rejection of God and their practice of idol worship is compared to an adulterous affair.

· Sexual desire is probably the hardest sin to bring under submission of our spirit. And it seems that Satan  can cause more damage with this sin than of any other sin that we commit.
· Sexual sin confuses what our relationship with our God and our Savior should be.

v15 – (8) Thou shalt not steal. – This is an important foundation for human society, establishing the right to personal property.
Stealing is to take away another man's property by force or fraud, without the knowledge, and against the will of the owner. Thefts are of various kinds; there is 
· private theft, picking of pockets, shoplifting, burglary, or breaking into houses in the night, and carrying off goods; 
· public theft, - robbing people, businesses or institutions overtly in public; 
· domestic theft, as when a spouse hides money or goods, and conceals them from their spouse, children rob their parents, and servants rob their masters' effects; 
· ecclesiastical theft or misuse of  church offerings, and 
· personal theft, as stealing of men and making slaves of them, selling them against their wills, 
· commercial theft - unjust contracts, not making debt or rent payments when due, withholding of workers' wages, unfaithfulness with respect to anything deposited in a man's hands, advising and encouraging thieves, and receiving stolen property from them.
· government theft – excessive taxes or taking property against the owner’s will (eminent domain), government driven inflation, citizens cheat on their taxes, government controlled inflation,/increasing the paper money supply
· Stealing from God - Malachi 3:8-10 8Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.   9Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 10Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

v16 – (9) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
· Slander . . . is a lie invented and spread with intent to do harm. That is the worst form of injury a person can do to another. “He touched me…”
· Gossip . . . is repeating a report about a person without careful investigation as to the truth or intent to cause harm.
· Inappropriate silence…When someone utters a falsity about another and a third person is present who knows that statement to be untrue but remains quiet, that person could be as guilty of breaking this law as if he had told a lie.
