Adult III – 7 Oct 12 – Notes on Exodus 20
Chapter 20
v1-17
These are commonly called the Ten Commandments or the Decalogue, 
v7 – (3) You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain
· Cursing or swearing oaths in God’s name

· shav = vain = emptiness, vanity, falsehood - To attach the Name of the Lord to something that is meaningless is sinning under this commandment.

· The Name of the Lord stands for His Person, His character. The problem we face is that, in our day, names have lost their meaning. A name says nothing about the character of a person or about the circumstances of his birth and life.

· The Jews took this command so seriously that they avoided the mention of the Name YHWH completely.
· Leviticus 19:12 And you shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shall you profane the name of your God: I am the LORD.
· Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray you: Our Father which are in heaven, Hallowed be your name.
· Matthew 5:34-37 34But I say to you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 35Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 36Neither shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37But let your communication be, Yes, yes; No, no: for whatever is more than these comes of evil.

· Jury duty – asked to swear or affirm

v8-11 – (4) Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
· We have seen already that the word “Sabbath” was not used until Israel had entered the desert and was on its way to Canaan. It is in connection with the giving of the manna in chapter 16 that the Sabbath is first mentioned. The first Sabbath rest is recorded in Exodus 16:30, “So the people rested on the seventh day.”

· A whole group of people and even animals, are affected by whether or not we keep the Sabbath. It makes a difference in the lives of others whether we serve the Lord or not. Even to our animals it makes a difference if we are Christians. Martin Luther, reportedly, once said that our dog and our cat should know whether we are Christians.

· Mark 2:27 And he said to them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:
· Man is created in the image of God.  On the 7th day of creation God rested from his work.

· Hebrews 4:9-11 9There remains therefore a rest to the people of God. 10For he that is entered into his rest, he also has ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 11Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.

· Labor to enter into the Sabbath rest which is a model to labor to enter into the eternal rest.

· Britain and the colonies adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1752, by which time it was necessary to correct it by 11 days. (Wed) 2 September 1752 was followed by (Thu), 14 September 1752.
v12 – (5) Honor your father and your mother:
· The family is a microcosm of the spiritual reality. A father and mother are to their children what God is to man in general. God is our role model. He is our real Father, “the Father” as Jesus calls Him. Motherly love is a reflection of God’s love. And just as the parents provide the security and environment of love in which a child can grow up into adulthood, so God is our security and our source of love, warmth, and affection
· Ephesians 6:1-4 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 2Honor your father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; 3That it may be well with you, and you may live long on the earth. 4And, you fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

· Matthew 10:34-35  34Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.  35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

