Adult III – 30 Sep 12 – Notes on Exodus 20
· Hebrews 12:18-29 - A comparison of NT Christian status with OT status of Israel
Chapter 20
v1-17
These are commonly called the Ten Commandments or the Decalogue, 
· A system or body of laws given to the people of Israel; 
· Addressed the sins as they were most addicted to, under the greatest temptation to commit 
· Israelites were required to observer these laws 
· Are binding on all mankind, and to be observed both by Jew and Gentile 
· Are the best and shortest summary of morality that ever was delivered
Mat 22:36-40 36Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37Jesus said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like to it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

-----------------
Rom 7:7  What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, "You shall not covet."
-----------------

John 14:15  "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.

-----------------

John 14:21  Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him."

-----------------
v1-2 – Who God is… Egypt = the world

v3 – (1) You shall have no other gods before me.  

· This commandment is of crucial importance for just Israelites coming out of Egypt…

· In the days of ancient Israel, there was great temptation to worship the gods of materialism (Baal, the god of weather and financial success) and sex (Ashtoreth, the goddess of sex, romance, and reproduction), or any number of other local deities. We are tempted to worship the same gods, but without the old-fashioned names and images.
· Before Me is not a sequential statement but literally paniym = "to My face" or “in My presence”
· Idolaters  -  1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Ephesians 5:5, Revelation 21:8, Revelation 22:15
· Galatians 5:19-20 (work of the flesh), 1 Peter 4:3 (works of the Gentiles), 1 Corinthians 5:11 (not to keep company)

v4-6 – (2) You shall not make to you any graven image

· This is related to the first commandment. It is a safeguard, a fence that is put up so we would be kept on the right track. The command consists of two parts: a warning against the making and worshipping of idols and a warning of the consequences of idol worship.

· Roman Catholic Church does not count this as a commandment, crucifix vs cross
· John4:24 explains the rationale behind the second commandment: God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. 

· The use of images and other material things as a focus or "help" to worship denies who God is (Spirit) and how we must worship Him (in spirit and truth).
· Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
· v5 for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God; jealous of his own honor and glory, and will not give it to another
· "the third and fourth generation" are mentioned, because sometimes parents lived to see these, and so with their eyes beheld the punishment inflicted upon their posterity for their sins, which must be distressing to them
· v6 sounds very similar to  John 14:15  "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
