Adult III – 9 Sep 12 – Notes on Exodus 18-19
Chapter 18
v1-6  Moses meets with Jethro, his father-in-law, in the desert of Midian.
· In chapter 2 the change of name from Reuel to Jethro does not necessarily mean that we are dealing with two different persons. But the word chothen, which is translated with father-in-law has a rather extended meaning. It simply means a “relative by marriage.”
· v1 “Moses' father in law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people” The word probably traveled fast around the surrounding nations about the 10 plagues, the Red Sea, manna, meat and water.  If that is true that the rumor was also spread via the grapevine about Amalek’s challenge to Israel’s God.
· Jethro must have known the desert and its hazards just as well as Moses. He realized that, humanly speaking, it was impossible for a people of more than two million to cross this desert and stay alive. There was no food and the water supply would have been barely enough for a small group of people. The fact that God provided for this nation in a supernatural way must have filled him with awe

v7-12  Jethro glorifies God when Moses reports what the Lord has done.
· v7 – went to meet Jethro and did obeisance – wife & children incidental
· v11 “Now I know that the Lord is greater than all the gods: It is possible Jethro knew this before, because he was the priest of Midian (Exo_18:1). But when he heard of God's great works over the gods of Egypt, it brought this truth to Jethro more clearly than before.
· We can be effective when we give our testimony… God uses people who have been saved from their sin to bring the Gospel of salvation to others and to encourage the saved.
· The first sacrifice to God (minus the Passover Lamb) that is actually described in the book of Exodus is brought by one who is outside the covenant God made with Israel. This indicates that salvation through the blood of the sacrifice was not limited to Israel alone.
v13-27  Moses settles disputes, Jethro advises to delegate, Moses follows Jethro's suggestions
· Why didn’t God tell Moses that he was trying to do too much? There are things in life that God wants us to find out for ourselves and learn from others.
· It is not unspiritual to take our physical limitations into account.
· Moses argued that the people needed him to find out what the will of God. 
· Jethro’s answer contains the suggestion that not all matters in life need a divine revelation.

· It seems that God does not speak to over tired people.

· Moses must delegate, even as in Acts 6:2-4, the apostles insisted they needed to delegate so they would not leave the word of God and serve tables.
· v19 Pray, v20 teach the law, v21 select Godly men:
· Men of ability: able men

· Men of godliness: such as fear God

· Men of God's Word: men of truth

· Men of honor: hating covetousness

· Paul gave similar counsel to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2: And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
· Jethro’s proposal is interesting from a mathematical viewpoint. The divisions of 1000, 100, 50 and 10 indicates that the metric system was known at that time. The break-up into small groups of ten suggests family units with individual heads. If we stick to the number of 600,000 men for the army, there could be as many judges as 78,000. 

· Delegation of authority is the exercise of leadership, but it does not mean that you abandon your responsibility.
· Delegation of authority Nobody was more able to perform His task on earth than Jesus Christ. Yet, we read in Matthew 10:1: “And when he had called to him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.”

· The fact that this chapter is inserted in the record of Exodus could be seen as a confession of Moses. He recognized his weakness and humbly complied with Jethro’s advice.

At Sinai Chapters 19-40
Chapter 19
v1-2  - Israel camps at Mount Sinai.
This chapter is one of the pinnacles of the whole Bible. Nowhere else did God reveal Himself in

such an awesome manner, with such outward manifestations of His greatness as in this chapter.

It took them three months of trusting God to get to this place, but they finally arrived. They saw God's deliverance from Egypt, received His guidance on the way to go, they saw His glorious victory at the Red Sea, they saw God provide food and water miraculously, and they saw a prayerful victory won over the Amalekites.
Israel will stay in the Wilderness until Numbers 10. More than 57 chapters of Scripture are devoted to what happened to Israel in the year they camped at Mount Sinai.
v3-6 - God declares His great plan for the nation of Israel.
v3 - house of Jacob/children of Israel = remind them that they went from low to high
v4 - bore you on eagles' wings = how He cared for them/ nesher =  eagle 26, vulture, griffon-vulture

v5 – conditional covenant = 
· obey my voice indeed = shama qowl shama = really hear my voice

· Deu 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 

· Deu 6:5  And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
· keep my covenant = shamar (keep, guard, observe) beryith (covenant, alliance, pledge)
· peculiar treasure = cĕgullah = personal property, special, jewel

· Not that God was enriched by them, as a man is by his treasure, but he was pleased to value and esteem them as a man doth his treasure; they were precious in his sight. He took them under his special care and protection, as a treasure that is kept under lock and key. He distinguished them from, and dignified them above all people, as a people devoted to him, and to his service.
v6 – a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation
· All believers are, through Christ, made to our God kings and priests, Rev_1:5-6 
· Rev 1:5  And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

· Rev 1:6  And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

· a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 1Peter 2:9-10.
· 1Pe 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

· 1Pe 2:10  Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

v7-9  The people agree to obey the covenant.
- The people will later be challenged to receive the covenant again, after they heard its terms, and they received it again (Exodus 24:1-8).

- Easy to agree hard to do…. ie. cosign car/student loan, marriage
v10-15 God commands that His holy presence on Sinai be respected.
· God was going to appear to Israel in spectacular fashion; and before this could happen, the people had to prepare themselves

· In setting these boundaries and providing the death penalty for breaching them, God showed Israel that obedience is more important than their feelings.
· Homosexuality & Abortion are hot topic items where obedience is more important than feelings.
v16-25 God's terrifying presence on Mount Sinai.
· Hebrews 12:18-29 - Reasons to Endure Discouraging Times
