Adult III – 26 Aug 12 – Notes on Exodus 16-17
Chapter 15  
v27 – A time of rest…

In Judaism, the palm represents peace and plenty. 

70 = spiritual & worldly completeness

12 = all of Israel

Fellowship with God is like an oasis in the desert. It is like a feast in presence of your enemy. As David said in 23rd Psalm.

Chapter 16  

v1-3  The murmuring of the nation against Moses and Aaron.
Nothing to eat?  They had all of the cattle that they brought out of Egypt…

Again accusing Moses and Aaron of an evil intent – to starve them to death.

· 14:11 – Kill them at the hands of the Egyptian Army in desert because no graves in Egypt but God killed the whole Army
· 15:24 – Marah - water was too bitter to drink but God provided sweet water
· 15:27 – Elim – a time of rest

· Their hearts are still in Egypt.  Israel had a selective remembrance of the past, recalling the good things to eat. 
· They could not see the future blessings that God had for them and they twisted the past to support their complaining.
Their murmuring suggests that the Egyptians take better care of his slaves than the Lord does of His children.

v4-5  God announces to Moses the coming of bread from heaven.
The blessing of bread from heaven came with the responsibility of obedience. 
This responsibility would test Israel and measure their obedience.
Six days to work and rest on the seventh…

He told Moses that the purpose of the experience was not physical satisfaction, but spiritual obedience.

We have similar tests today…tithe, Chick-Fil-A
v6-8  Moses tells the people about God's coming provision.
The people thought they were murmuring against Moses and Aaron. 
Really, they murmured against the Lord.   Why not pray first instead of murmuring?
v9-14  God provides quail for meat and bread from heaven.
· The quails mentioned here "migrate regularly between south Europe and Arabia across the Sinai Peninsula. They are small, bullet-headed birds, with a strong but low flight, usually roosting on the ground or in the low bushes at nightfall. When exhausted, they would be unable to . . . take off again. The birds are good eating, and were a favorite delicacy of the Egyptians."
· Jewish legends tell us what this bread from heaven tasted like. "One only had to desire a certain dish, and no sooner had he thought of it, than manna had the flavor of the dish desired. The same food had a different taste to everyone who partook of it, according to his age; to the little children, it tasted like milk, to the strong youths like bread, to the old men like honey, to the sick like barley steeped in oil and honey." But they also wrote that manna was bitter in the mouth of Gentiles.
v15  The people call the bread from heaven manna.
Manna = What is it?   Whatever it was, there is nothing like it today and it was supernaturally provided by God on God’s schedule.
Feeding Israel through the bread from heaven was an example of God's way of cooperating with man. Israel could not bring the manna and God would not gather it for them. Each had to do their part.

Spurgeon said, "Animals are often taught through their food. When they could not be reached in any other way, they have been instructed by their hunger, and by their thirst, and by their feeding." 
John 6:31-40 Jesus is our manna…
v16-21  Instructions on the gathering of bread from heaven. 

· Jesus has associated himself with manna from heaven…

· The bread from heaven was to be gathered on an individual basis.
· Every household had to provide for itself, and a rich family could not hire a poor family to do their work for them.

· Omer = .5 – 1 gallon

· Some of the people fail God's test.
· An issue of obedience - what they gathered in disobedience bred worms and stank.

· v21 - When the sun became hot, it melted: Apparently the manna had to be prepared early in the morning. This was God's way of forcing a work ethic upon the nation of Israel.
v22-30  God provided double on the day before the Sabbath.
· Not an explainable natural occurrence…for 40 years?

· v30 So the people rested on the seventh day.
· This was the first time God spoke to Israel about the Sabbath. God essentially forced them to honor the Sabbath by not providing any bread from heaven on the Sabbath day.

v31-36  God commands some bread from heaven be set aside as a testimony to His provision.
· These verses are not contemporary with the time described
· The Testimony = ark of the covenant
· God is big on storytelling to reveal Himself to His people

Chapter 17  

v1-4  
The congregation of Israel contends with Moses.

v5-6  
God tells Moses how water will be provided.

v7  
Moses names the place as a rebuke to the children of Israel.

· Blamed Moses again & v4 were ready to stone him

· Often we misunderstand the nature of our problems. 

· The Israelites thought that the problem was a lack of water. 

· Wrong. There was an abundance of water under the rock, but they were not aware of it. 

· The real problem was that they doubted the presence of the Lord. 

· We read in v7, “they tempted/tested the LORD saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’

· Sin has robs us of the reality that God is always available to those who sincerely call on Him.
· Jesus expressed the essence of sin on the cross when He cried: ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ when He was made sin and carried away the sin of the world.

Q:  So what do you do when you find yourself in a bad situation as a result of your obedience to the Lord?
A:  Ask:  How is God using this situation to His glory?

God purposely brought the people into difficult circumstances to try them and to change their character.  
