Adult III – 12 Aug 12 – Notes on Exodus 14
Chapter 14
v1-4 God draws Pharaoh to come out against Israel.
· God set an ambush for Pharaoh
· Change in Pharaoh's heart was only temporary, even after the death of his first born

· God told Moses to lead Israel in a way that looked confused.
v5-9  Pharaoh decides to bring the children of Israel back.
· This shows how we are often quick to forget what God has done and what He has shown us.
· Pharaoh was well equipped with the best military resources
· Israelites were still traveling in boldness, going out defiantly, without fear, proudly, triumphantly, 
· Pharaoh probably sent some spies with them observed their motions; 
· they went out with them the three days' journey, but the Israelites were not returning (as expected), 
· they tell Pharaoh of it the fourth day; 
· and on the fifth and sixth he pursued them, 
· and in the night of the seventh went into the sea after them, and on the morning they (the Israelites) sung the song, (Chapter 15) which was the seventh of the Passover. 

· Josephus says the whole number of his army to be 50,000 horsemen, and 200,000 footmen, plus the 600 chosen chariots,
· Where were horses to draw the chariots, and horses for the horsemen, when all were destroyed by the hail?  Only those in the field were killed, not those that were in the stables, where chariot horses and horses for war were supposed to be. 
v10-12   The response of the children of Israel.
· God led Israel right into a cul-de-sac. There was no way of escape except the way they had come in, and the Egyptian army had that path covered.
· v10 cried out to the Lord, v11 blamed Moses, v12 Ready to go back to Egypt

· because there were no graves in Egypt; addressing Moses in a sarcastic way for what he had done:
· Josephus says they took up stones to stone Moses
v13-14   Moses responds with great courage.
· Wait and see…you will be speechless
v15-18   God's instructions to Moses: 
· Stop praying and start doing. There is a time to pray, and a time to act. It can actually be against God's will to only pray in a particular situation.
· Lift…thy rod - These were simple instructions that resulted in a mighty miracle.

· Satan must have shuttered….This is an aspect of the spiritual life rarely reflected upon. When God delivers us from a temptation or crisis, it is as much a testimony to our invisible adversaries as it is to us.
v19-20   God neutralizes the Egyptian army with the fire.
· We often have little idea how much God does to protect us from the attacks of our unseen enemies. We do not know what it would be like if the Lord pulled back His protection.
v21-22   The Red Sea is parted, and the children of Israel cross over safely on dry ground.
· It was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other: The pillar was a source of darkness to the Egyptians but a source of light to Israel. This is a vivid picture of how the glory of God can be light to one person yet seem dark to another.
v21-22  The waters of the Red Sea are parted
· Sea symbolic of sin

· Josephus says that Moses first entered in, and then the Israelites, encouraged by his example, went in after him. Nothing but strong faith in the almighty power and promise of God could have encouraged them
Hebrews 11:29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

v23-29  God troubles the Egyptian army
· God could have performed this miracle just as easily without Moses' cooperation. Yet, God delights in using human agents to take part in His miraculous works.
· This was God's vindication of Moses. Israel previously accused him of evil intentions. Through this work through Moses God showed the whole nation that Moses was their chosen leader.

v30-31  Summary: another act of redemption on Israel's behalf.
· Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore: This was confirmation to Israel that their deliverance from Egypt was real and complete. An oppressed people are slow to believe they are free while their tyrant still lives. God wanted Israel to know that their oppressors were dead.

Chapter 15
 v1-5   First stanza: The Lord is a man of war.
 v6-10   Second stanza: You have overthrown those who rose against You.
 v11-13   Third stanza: Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods?
 v14-18   Fourth and fifth stanza: The people will hear and be afraid.
 v19-21   Miriam, Moses' sister, leads the women in worship
 v22-25a   Three days into the wilderness and Bitter waters made sweet at Marah.
 v25b-27   The testing of Israel.
