Adult III – 15 Jul 12 – Notes on Exodus 9-10
Beginning of the curses: Ex. 5:1–9, 7:8–13

1. 1 Plague of water turned to blood: Ex. 7:14–25

2. 2 Plague of frogs: Ex. 7:25–8:11

3. 3 Plague of lice or gnats: Ex. 8:12–15

4. 1 Plague of swarms of flies or beetles: Ex. 8:20–32

5. 2 Plague of pestilence causing death of the cattle: Ex. 9:1–7

6. 3 Plague of boils: Ex. 9:8–12

7. 1 Plague of hail: Ex. 9:13–35

8. 2 Plague of locusts: Ex. 10:1–20

9. 3 Plague of darkness: Ex. 10:21–29

10. Death of the firstborn: Ex. 11:1–12:36  

v13-21
- In this extended warning, God lets Pharaoh know who is in control. As bad as it has been, it has only been by God's mercy that Pharaoh and Egypt have not been cut off from the earth.
- All Pharaoh’s stubborn rebellion is just glorifying the Lord more in the end.

- God even invites Pharaoh and the Egyptians to trust Him by recommending precautions before the hail storm. Some took God's invitation and spared their livestock and servants, but others did not.

v22-26
The crops were supposed to be guarded by Seth, the harvest god, and it was up to Nut, the sky goddess, to prevent weather disasters. Yet the pleas of the Egyptians fell on deaf ears. Pharaoh was running out of gods to protect his people.
Again Goshen was set apart by God.
v27-35
v27 - These are picture perfect words of repentance from Pharaoh, but true repentance hasn't worked its way into his heart. Pharaoh is grieved at the consequences of sin, but not the sin itself.

rie = kuccemeth = spelt - a wheat-like crop planted and harvested in the fall or spring

Moses assesses the situation for him…You are not going to starve; you lost your flax and barley but you still have your wheat and rie crop.
v34 - Moses' response to Pharaoh shows that he is starting to learn and to discern. Moses knew that the promise to touch Pharaoh's firstborn (Exodus 4:22-23) had not yet been fulfilled.
Pharaoh changed his mind (if he ever intended to let them go) and his heart was hardened even more…

Chapter 10 

v1-2

God's work was not only for the sake of the generation of Moses and Pharaoh; it was also for your son and your son's son. God does mighty works among us so that we can encourage generations to come.
v3-6

Specified time: Tomorrow… 

Plague of Locusts is related to the plague of hail and Seth, the harvest god.
Will destroy anything edible…
v7-11

Pharaoh again wants to bargain with God and Moses. He wants to allow some to go into the wilderness to worship, but keep the women and children home as hostages.

- Pharaoh offered a compromise in Exodus 8:25-26 (swarm), suggesting that they could have a day to sacrifice to the Lord while still in Egypt. Moses rejected that compromise, and will reject this one also. God won't strike this bargain, because He doesn't need to - God holds all the negotiating leverage.
v10 – Pharaoh is mocking Moses’ request

(ESV)  But he said to them, "The LORD be with you, if ever I let you and your little ones go! Look, you have some evil purpose in mind.
(ERV)  Pharaoh said to them, "The LORD really will have to be with you before I let you and all of your children leave Egypt. Look, you are planning something evil.
v11 - go now ye that are men, and serve the Lord, for that you did desire; 
suggesting that that was all they first required, that their men should, go three days into the wilderness, and sacrifice unto the Lord; whereas the demand was, let my people go
-  What Pharaoh wanted is what many of us want in the flesh - a way to "give in" to God, without fully submitting to Him. Sometimes we look for a way to sort of bargain with God as an equal, instead of submitting to Him as our Creator and Lord.

- When Moses first came to Pharaoh, Pharaoh said: Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? (Exodus 5:2). The fact that Pharaoh still will not submit to the Lord shows that he doesn't know who the Lord is yet.
v12-15  The plague of locusts comes.

- Now God shows Himself greater than the Egyptian god Seth, thought to be the protector of crops.
The locusts ate everything…

- God exposed and toppled every false god. When trust in these gods it hurts to see them fall, but it is always best to have them exposed.

v16-20  Another false repentance by Pharaoh and a greater hardening of his heart….
v21-23 A plague of darkness comes without warning.
It humbled one of the greatest Egyptian gods, the sun god Re.  Goshen had sunlight…

1 John 1:5  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
v23 but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings; not only in the land of Goshen, but in all places where they were mixed with the Egyptians…  Laws of nature changed…
v24-29  Pharaoh's last attempt at a compromise with Moses.
· Assuming Pharaoh called Moses after 3 days  when the darkness had left
· Will not allow cattle to go (Egyptians no cattle)… Moses protests,,,  Pharaoh’s  heart is harden

· It appears Moses was not afraid of Pharaoh and his menaces, but rather taunts at him, and it is to this fearless disposition of Moses at this time that the apostle refers in …
· Hebrews 11:27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.
This ends the account of the nine plagues. The Bible tells us there are several reasons why God sent these plagues upon Pharaoh and Egypt:
· To answer Pharaoh's question, Who is the Lord? (Exo_5:2). In the plagues, God showed Himself greater than any of the false gods of Egypt

· To show the power of God through Moses (Exo_9:16)

· To give a testimony to the children of Israel for future generations (Exo_10:2)

· To judge the false gods - demons, really - of Egypt (Exo_12:12, Num_33:4)

· To warn the nations – Rahab of Jericho 40 years later and  more than 400 years later, the Philistines remembered the Lord God of Israel as the one who plagued the Egyptians (1Sa_4:8). 
1Sa 4:8 Woe to us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. 

· As a testimony of the greatness of God to Israel (Exo_15:11, Deu_4:34)

