Adult III – 17 Jun 12 – Notes on Exodus 4-5
Chapter 4
v14-16  Aaron’s appointment
v14  - God was angry when Moses was just plain unwilling to obey
· Moses will now be one level removed from Pharaoh
· Two have more confidence that one alone
v17 – don’t forget your stick

Moses’ staff, the shepherd’s rod went from being symbol of his trade to a symbol of the authority of God
v18  

After the call, after the burning bush experience, it is on us to obey

Moses did not reveal the real reason to Jethro – return to see if his brethren are still alive
Seems a plausible excuse since Moses probably had not heard any news from his family in Egypt since he left.

Also, he probably needed permission to take his wife and children with him to Egypt. (Remember when Jacob fled from Laban with Leah and Rachel?)
** Did Moses have any idea what he was getting into when he agreed to take the Lord's call? Could he see the Egyptian army closing in, and God parting the Red Sea through Moses' hand? Could he see the song of victory, the water from the rock, the manna from heaven, the battles won through prayer? Could he see the vision of God on Mount Sinai, the voice of God from heaven, the tablets of stone, the golden calf? Could he see the tabernacle built, the priests consecrated? Could he see the spies sent forth into Canaan, the response of unbelief, and a 40 year sentence to wander the wilderness? Could he see a lonely climb to the top of Mount Pisgah, where he would die looking out over the land of promise? Could he see the honor of being beside the Lord on the Mount of Transfiguration? Did Moses have any idea what he was getting into?
** Do we have any idea of what God can accomplish thru us?
v19-23

The more we reject the true God and make our own gods who fit our personal comfort and accept our sin, the more God “gives us up” to what we want. Pharaoh had taken this to an extreme level as he was considered a god to the people of Egypt and as he tried to consume the people of God for his own selfish ends.  The only thing special about Pharaoh is that he held great power, power which God gave him. He used his power against God in his arrogance.
The big question for all of us is this… When God exercises His sovereign authority in our lives,

Does it:

1.  make our hearts hard because of rebellion, pride, self-centeredness or any number of reasons 

2.  break (as in breaking a horse) our hearts and cause us to fall on His mercy?

v23 

Israel is called God’s "firstborn" son.  This is not the same as being called God’s only-begotten son.  Symbolically, Israel is God’s first-born. Consider Hoseah 11:1 "Out of Egypt I called my son." Matthew sees this as a prophecy of the Messiah (Matthew 2:15).  
The propehcy is fulfilled several ways in the scripture:
1. when God called his people out of slavery in Egypt. 
2. when God brought Jesus out of Egypt
3. every time one of God’s children is called out of spiritual slavery into baptism. James 1:18 & 2 Corth 6:18
v24-26

Moses had apparently circumcised his first born but not his second because of the pressure from his wife.  We gather from this incident that circumcision was being practiced among the Israelites in Egypt, but that the Midianites did not practice it.
How did the Lord met Moses?  As with Balaam?
Joshua 5:5  Now all the people that came out were circumcised: but all the people that were born in the wilderness by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised.
The Targums of Jonathan and Jerusalem paraphrase verse 26 as, "then Zipporah gave praise, and said, how amiable is the blood of circumcision, which hath delivered my husband from the hand of the destroying angel.''
Last we see of Zipporah until…
Exodus 18:6  And he said unto Moses, I thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with her.
v27-31
God is showing Moses that He keeps His promises.

Chapter 5

v1-3  Moses asks Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go to the wilderness to worship.
An inscription by a Pharaoh on an ancient Egyptian temple gives us the idea of what Pharaoh thought of himself: "I am that which was, and is, and shall be, and no man has lifted my veil." The Pharaoh was more than a man; he considered himself a god, and the Egyptians agreed.
v2 And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?
Pharaoh did not have the right heart, but he did ask the right question. Moses asked Who am I? (Exodus 3:11). The core question isn't who is Moses, or who is Pharaoh, but who is God.

v4-9  Pharaoh increases the burden of the Israelites.
Straw has an acidic content that makes the bricks stronger. The use of straw in making bricks in Egypt during this period is confirmed by archaeology.
v10-14  The Egyptian taskmasters carry out Pharaoh's orders.
v15-19  Pharaoh rebukes the children of Israel, increasing their burdens.
V20-23  The people cry out against Moses.
If we preach salvation to people as the end of all their troubles, we mislead them and sin against the Lord. Life becomes harder after conversion, not easier. Unless we understand this, we will give up.
