Adult III – 10 Jun 12 – Notes on Exodus 3-4
Chapter 3
v5  1) do not come near 2) take off your sandals
Who is God?

Mark 12:23-27  In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife. 24  And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? 25  For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven. 26  And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 27  He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.
v6 Moses hid his face – knowing he was a sinner (murderer) …we can now approach God’s throne boldly
v7-10  Moses’ Commission

God explains His general plan to Moses, and Moses' place in the plan.

v7  I have seen and heard 
v8  I am come down to deliver them (Jesus)
v9  I have heard and seen… God already knew but he was waiting for the people’s heart to get right
Genesis 15:13-14  Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14  But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.

v10 I will send you to Pharaoh
John 4:35  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.
v11-12  Moses' answer, and God's reply to that answer.
v11  Who am I?... 40 years before, Moses thought he knew who he was, a deliverer of his people
v12  Don’t worry I’ll be with you…you will know because you will be successful

John 12:26  Jesus said: “If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honor.”
D.L. Moody heard someone say: “The world hasn’t seen yet what God can do through a man who is wholly dedicated to Him.” Moody answered: “By the grace of God, I want to be that man!” But at this point Moses says: “I will not!”

v13-14  The revelation of God's name to Moses.
v14 “I AM hath sent me unto you” – H. hayah = to be = the self-existent one = Jehovah = Yahweh
The Jews were so afraid to use the expression “I am” for fear of using “The Name of the Lord in vain” that they refrained from saying the words. In reading the Tetragrammaton YHWH they substituted “Adonai” for “Yahweh.”
Gen. 2:4 – first appearance of “Jehovah” – case for a later writing of Genesis

Gen 2:4  These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God (Jehovah Elohim) made the earth and the heavens,
v15-18  God tells Moses what to say to the elders of Israel. 

v15 the covenant d of Israel will always be known by His name


v16 has visited and seen the oppression


v17 will deliver them and take then into the Promised Land

v18 they shall hearken to thy voice – where they would not 40 years ago

       ask for “three days' journey into the wilderness” = to Mt Sinai
v19-22  God tells Moses how it will go with the Egyptians.
v19  Pharaoh will not want to let you go by any means

v20  but I’ll convince him for you
v21  ye shall not go empty – in other words…you will be paid for your years of forced labor
v22  In Deu_15:12-14, God says that if you have a slave, and his time of service is up, you shall not let him go away empty-handed. God was not going to let Israel leave their slavery in Egypt empty-handed; instead, they would plunder the Egyptians.
Chapter 4

Moses continues his objections to God’s call. He presents three points: 
Nobody will believe him (4:1); 
he has a handicap in that he cannot speak (4:10); 
he does not want to go (4:13).
v1-9  - Nobody will believe that God called him
· One should never pick up snakes by the tail; that is the surest way to get bitten
In Exodus 3:18, God promised that the leaders of Israel would listen to Moses. He said, "they will heed your voice." When Moses makes this protest he may as well be saying, "But what if you are wrong, God?"
· It was okay when Moses had no confidence in himself; but it is bad that he lacked confidence in God.

· You may interpret these three signs as symbols: 

· Sin entered the world in the form of a serpent. 

· The effect of sin upon man is an infection with an incurable disease, a leprosy of the soul
· And the victory over sin and its author (Satan) is through blood.
· A sign of judgment, does not revert back to water
v10-12  - he has a handicap in that he cannot speak
God made his mouth; He can fix his mouth and also teach him what to say

God does not call us except that he equips us
v13  -  he does not want to go
ESV- But he said, "Oh, my Lord, please send someone else."
v14-16  Aaron’s appointment
v14  - God was angry when Moses was just plain unwilling to obey
· Moses will now be one level removed from Pharaoh
· Two have more confidence that one alone
v17 – don’t forget your stick

Moses’ staff, the shepherd’s rod went from being symbol of his trade to a symbol of the authority of God
v18  

After the call, after the burning bush experience, it is on us to obey

Moses did not reveal the real reason to Jethro – return to see if his brethren are still alive
Did Moses have any idea what he was getting into when he agreed to take the Lord's call? Could he see the Egyptian army closing in, and God parting the Red Sea through Moses' hand? Could he see the song of victory, the water from the rock, the manna from heaven, the battles won through prayer? Could he see vision of God on Mount Sinai, the voice of God from heaven, the tablets of stone, the golden calf? Could he see the tabernacle built, the priests consecrated? Could he see the spies sent forth into Canaan, the response of unbelief, and a thirty-eight year sentence to wander the wilderness? Could he see a lonely climb to the top of Mount Pisgah, where he would die looking out over the land of promise? Could he see the honor of sitting beside the Lord on the Mount of Transfiguration? Did Moses have any idea what he was getting into?
v19-23

v24-26

v27-31

