Adult III – 6 May 12 – Notes on Ruth 2
Love's resolve:  Ruth's noble choice
Primary Information for Starters…

· Boaz, a kinsman-redeemer, pays the price to bring Ruth, a Moabite, into the

people of God.
Practical Advice for Study…

· Pay attention closely to the transition in Naomi’s life…

• From emptiness to fullness (1).

• From despair to hope (2-3).

• From barrenness to inheritance (4).

· Even in the darkness of God’s people, He shines the light of His covenant.

Chapter  1.  Love's resolve:  Ruth's noble choice 
Chapter  2.  Love's response:  Ruth's lowly service 
Chapter  3.  Love's request:  Ruth's tender appeal 
Chapter  4.  Love's reward"  Ruth's marital joys 
v1 kinsman = mawdah = close relationship 
Proverbs 7:4 Say unto wisdom, Thou [art] my sister; and call understanding  [thy] kinswoman:  
Who is Boaz?  Matthew 1:5  and Salmon begat Boaz of Rahab; and Boaz begat Obed of Ruth;
The obligations of the goel include the duty to redeem the relative from slavery, to repurchase the property of a relative who had had to sell it because of poverty; to avenge the blood of his relative; to marry his brother's widow in order to have a son for his brother, in case the brother had not got any son to pass his name forth (Deut 25:5-6); and to receive the restitution if the injured relative had died (Num 5:8).

Leviticus 25:48-49 gives the order in which the nearest relative is considered the goel in the case of redeeming a slave: brother, uncle, male cousin and then other male relatives. The same order was probably observed in the other cases.

This chapter starts with a note of hope in the midst of hopelessness.

v2-3

Ruth on her own initiative wanted to glean in the fields (did not wait for the Spirit to move her).

“Courageous” = Javier in movie trying to get a job…

Lev 19:9-10 commanded farmers in Israel that they should not completely harvest their fields. They were commanded to "cut corners" in harvesting, and always leave some behind. Also, if they happened to drop a bundle of grain, they were commanded to leave it on the ground and to not pick it up.
There is no text in the Bible that says "God helps those that help themselves", but it is true that people who lack their own initiative miss out on a lot of the grace of the Lord.  Ruth caught the blessing, because she was where God wanted her to be.
How did Ruth know that she would be allowed to glean?  Except that Naomi has been teaching Ruth of the God of Israel and His laws…

Why didn’t Naomi go with Ruth to glean the fields?  Probably shame played an important part in her attitude. Naomi’s husband used to own land in town.  How would it look if she happened to be gleaning a field that was previously hers?

How did she happened to stop at Boaz’ field?  Except that God engineered her actions in the normal course of her daily tasks. Ruth had never been to Bethlehem and Naomi had not given her directions to the field of Boaz.
About a mile east of Bethlehem is a field called “Field of Boaz”, where tradition says, Ruth gleaned. 

Adjoining it is “Shepard’s Field” where tradition says the angels announced the birth of Jesus,       1100 years later.  Now we begin to see God’s Engineering Plan begin to unfold to create the Family that will produce our Goel, our kinsman redeemer, Jesus Christ.
v4-7 - Boaz learns of Ruth

· v4 The Lord be with you! This shows us something of the heart and character of Boaz and his relationship with his employees (staff).

· v5 “Whose damsel is this?” “damsel” = na-arah = v8 maiden = servant
· v7  "Please let me glean and gather": As the supervisor reported to Boaz, he told of Ruth's submissive attitude
v8-9 - Boaz speaks kindly to Ruth.
In Boaz's field, Ruth would find companionship (among the young women).

In Boaz's field, Ruth would find protection (Have I not commanded the young men not to touch you?).

In Boaz's field, Ruth would find refreshment (when you are thirsty). 

· At this time, we have no indication of a romantic attraction between Boaz and Ruth and we have no idea how Ruth looked while working in the field.

· Ruth is a Moabite

· Boaz is kind and considerate to all, maybe because he is half Canaanite and has felt slighted

· True kindness is shown when we extend ourselves to others who have nothing to give us.
v10-13 - Ruth thanks Boaz for his kindness.
· We never see Ruth asking why all the hard things have come upon her in life. Instead, she asks why this good thing has come. This is a significant difference in attitude.
· v11 “It has been shown to me”: This is small-town life; everybody knows everybody else's business. Yet it also shows that Ruth's devotion to Naomi mattered - it was noticed.
· Boaz encouraged Ruth as a new convert to the God of Israel. In many ways, Ruth stands as an example of a new convert.

She put her trust in the God of Israel

She has left her former associates and come in among strangers

She was very low in her own eyes, a humble woman
She found protection under the wings of God – about 150 years later David will write:
Psa 17:7  Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them. 

Psa 17:8  Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings, 

Psa 17:9  From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about.
v14-16 - Boaz continues to show great favor to Ruth.

· v14 – “dip thy morsel in the vinegar” – may be the first hint of romance

· v15 – “Let her glean even among the sheaves” goes beyond 
· v16 – “ let some bundles fall on purpose”  Boaz wanted to bless Ruth, but he didn't want to dishonor her dignity by making her a charity case. So he allowed some grain to fall, supposedly on accident, so that she could pick it up.
v17-18 She brings home the fruits of her labor to Naomi.
v17 - ephah of barley- six gallons: an omer is a tenth part of an ephah, and, made into bread, was as much as a man could eat in one day ( Exodus 16:16 with manna).  

So that Ruth got enough in one day, for herself and Naomi, which would last at least five days.
v18 – and her left-over food which could be eaten immediately

v19-23 - Naomi praises God for His goodness to her and Ruth.
v20 - Now Naomi is seeing more of God's plan unfolding, so she can see better how all things are working together for good for those who love God.
Romans 8:28  And we know that to them that love God all things work together for good, even to them that are called according to his purpose.
-----------------------
Temple Pillars:

Jachin = "God will establish" - Right pillar of temple

Boaz = “in strength” – Left pillar of temple

God will establish in strength

1 Kings 7:21  And he set up the pillars at the porch of the temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin; and he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz. 

2 Chronicles 3:17  And he set up the pillars before the temple, one on the right hand, and the other on the left; and called the name of that on the right hand Jachin, and the name of that on the left Boaz.

