Adult III – 29 Apr 12 – Notes on Ruth 1
Love's resolve:  Ruth's noble choice
Primary Information for Starters…

· Ruth means “friendship.”

· Overall purpose is to trace the royal lineage of King David (and Jesus).

· Boaz, a kinsman-redeemer, pays the price to bring Ruth, a Moabite, into the

people of God.
Practical Advice for Study…

· Pay attention closely to the transition in Naomi’s life…

• From emptiness to fullness (1).

• From despair to hope (2-3).

• From barrenness to inheritance (4).

· Even in the darkness of God’s people, He shines the light of His covenant.

Chapter  1.  Love's resolve:  Ruth's noble choice 
Chapter  2.  Love's response:  Ruth's lowly service 
Chapter  3.  Love's request:  Ruth's tender appeal 
Chapter  4.  Love's reward"  Ruth's marital joys 
The purpose of the book:

Matthew 1:1-6

Of the four women mentioned in Jesus' genealogy, Ruth is the only pure character. The other three had all a record of immoral behavior. She is one of the most shining women in the Old Testament.
The time of writing:

Obviously the book could not have been written before the reign of David.  There is no reason to believe that the book was not written during the period David reigned.

v1 - A famine in the land, in the land of Canaan, that land flowing with milk and honey. This was one of the judgments which God had threatened to bring upon them for their sins, Lev 26:19-20.
· Bethlehem = "house of bread (food)"

· “sojourn” = not to stay

· Moab – 
· Son of Lot by incestuous relationship with oldest daughter

· king of Moab invited Balaam & Doctrine of Balaam Num 25:1,  31:16
v2 - Names
Elimelech = "my God is king"

Naomi = "my delight"

Mahlon = "sick"

Chilion = "pining" or  “wasting away”

v3 – Death = God’s punishment???

v4 - Names
Orpah = "gazelle"

Ruth = "friendship"
They were not so far off but that they might have fetched themselves wives from Judah.
Move was “temporary” but stayed 10 years
v5-9
· Death = God’s punishment???

· If Elimelech had been patient and stayed in Bethlehem…?

· We get the impression that Naomi may have been the spiritual backbone in the family, more than her husband.

· Blessed the 2 girls and released them to remarry

v10 – Both girls were initially willing to return with Naomi
v11-14
· Naomi herself could not assist in fulfilling the levirate marriage (Deut 25:5-10)
· Naomi did what she could to discourage Ruth from coming with her back to Israel. It wasn't that Naomi didn't want Ruth to come, but she didn't want a fair weather friend either.
· What happened to Orpa?  Tradition = mother of Goliath

v14-18

· People should be able to look at your life, just as Ruth looked at Naomi's, and say "I want your God to be my God." Your trust in God, and turning towards Him in tough times, will often be the thing that draws others to the Lord.

v19-22

· Must have been a well know family in the small town

· Mara = "bitterness"
· Blamed God for her situation but could not imagine the blessings in store at the beginning of the barley harvest
Temple Pillars:
Jachin = "He will establish" or “whom God strengthens” - Right pillar of temple

Boaz = "fleetness" or “in strength” – Left pillar of temple

He will establish in strength
