Adult III – 15Apr 12 – Notes on Ephesians 6:1-9
At Home and at Work
Theme:  God give instruction for family and work relationships.
Q: How do you define family and what attacks on the family have you observed lately?
I. Parent-Child Relationships (6:1-4)

A. Exhortations to children (6:1-3)

1. Concerning obedience (6:1)
Children obey parents in obeying God.
Parents have the responsibility to teach their children obedience - one of the most important jobs for a parent & must start young. They are born knowing disobedience. 
Obedience to parents is related to obedience to God.
Addressed to Christian family, not to the unsaved… 

Q: What should a teenager do if unsaved parents encourage sin? Stop reading Bible, lie, steal, etc
2. Concerning honor (6:2-3) 
(Exodus 20:12 / Deuteronomy 5:16) 
“Be Well & Live Long” Promises = a General Truth.
To honor is to hold in high esteem and to treat with respect, kindness, and courtesy.
What it means to honor our father and mother may change as we grow into adulthood, but the principle always endures. The adult child does not owe the parent obedience, but they do owe the parent honor.
B. Exhortations to parents (6: 4)

1. Improper actions (6: 4a)
• To “provoke” (Gr. parorgizō) means to rouse to wrath/anger or to exasperate thru an unkind, over-critical attitude that torments the child instead of training them.
• Biting criticism, unreasonable demands, and severity should not be part of parenting.  Killing their Spirit.
"The gospel introduced a fresh element into parental responsibility by insisting that the feelings of the child must be taken into consideration. In a society where the father's authority was absolute, this represented a revolutionary concept." (Wood)

2. God-honoring actions (6: 4b)
• “Nurture” (Gr. paideia) is training through discipline.
1) the whole training and education of children (which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and employs for this purpose commands and admonitions, reproof and punishment) It also includes the training and care of the body

2) whatever in adults also cultivates the soul, esp. by correcting mistakes and curbing passions & instruction which aims at increasing virtue

2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
Hebrews 12 used 4x as chastening/chastisement
• “Admonition” is training through corrective word, instruction, and encouragement.
Q: What type of offenses should be corrected with spanking? (willful disobedience, disrespect for parental authority)
Q: What type of offenses may not warrant with spanking? (leaving toys outside, not making bed...)
II. Servant-Master Relationships (6:5-9)

A. Exhortations to servants (6:5-8)
v5 “according to the flesh” as opposed to the spirit = slavery involved only their social status

The Gospel began to undermine slavery, with its mighty principles of the equality of all souls in the mystery and dignity of mankind, and of the equal work of redeeming love wrought for all souls by Christ. The Gospel in one respect left slavery alone, but it doomed it in another.
Paul granted no right to the Ephesian servants/slaves to complain about their work or master.

1. Concerning obedience (6:8)
• Be serious about fulfilling duties.

• Work with singleness of heart.

• Work as unto the Lord.

• Work hard even when the boss is away.
2. Concerning encouragement
The Lord will reward honest, diligent work.
B. Exhortations to masters (6:9)
• Don’t bully employees with threats.

• Recognize God is their impartial Master in Heaven to Whom they must give an account.
See Chart - “God’s Instructions”
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