Adult III – 29 Jan 12 – Notes on Ephesians 4:1-16

Working Together To Maintain Unity

I. Plea for Unity (4:1-3)

A. Reflecting the Christian’s vocation (4:1)

· Living up to one’s high and holy calling contributes to unity.
· Calling (klēsis) for which you were called by name (kaleō)
B. Requiring correct attitudes and actions (4:2-3)

· Lowliness stems from realizing one’s unworthiness apart from God’s grace.

· Meekness renounces violence and self assertiveness.

· Long-suffering is the patient endurance of evils of all kinds.

· Forbearance is love in action toward offenders.
Lowliness-Q: What are some areas of personal preferences that could endanger church unity?
· Type of worship music

· Order of worship (take up offering before or after sermon) 

· Time of services

· Method or frequency of communion or type of the elements
Meekness-Q: What are some "small" ministries that often lack workers in many churches?
· Nursery

· Janitorial

· Grounds Maintenance

Long-Suffering (with non-Christians) -Q:  Why should Christian be slow to anger?
· Christian Witness

Forebearance-Q: How does having a variety of personalities in the church benefit ministry?
· Outreach
v3 - We must endeavor to keep this unity - we do not create it. God never commands us to create unity among believers. He has created it by His Spirit; our duty is to recognize it and keep it.
Related to: Matthews 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
Peacemakers = proclaiming the Gospel to non-believers
II. Pattern of Unity (4:4-6)

A. One body - the church, the Body of Christ
B. One Spirit - the Holy Spirit unifies the Body
D. One Lord - John 14:6 - I am the way…
C. One hope - Salvation thru Jesus Christ, eternal life in His presence
E. One faith - trust in the promises, 
F. One baptism - of the Holy Spirit
G. One God and Father of all, Triune God…Spirit and Lord above
III. Process for Unity (4:7-16)

A. Gifts for the church (4:7-11)
· When properly exercised, spiritual gifts strengthen unity.
v7 - Exodus 33:19 & Romans 9:15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.
v8 - he led captivity captive - Christ's conquests and triumph over sin, Satan, the world, death, and the grave; and every spiritual enemy 
and gave gifts unto men; meaning the gifts of the Holy Ghost, Comforter, or Helper + v11
v10 - that he might fill all things - Christ could not accomplish the will of the Father without His death and resurrection
B. Growth in the church (4:12-16)
Q:  What are the responsibilities of the pastor? (See slide on handout)
v12 - perfecting (1) - katartismos = complete furnishing, equipping
for the work of ministry - Leaders in the church have the first responsibility to equip people to serve and to direct their service as God leads to proclaim the Gospel

Q: What are the responsibilities of the church members?

v13 - 

* Till we all come in the unity of the faith, - until all believers come to fully trust the promises
* and of the knowledge of the Son of God, - allow Christ to be the ruler/Lord of their life
Luke 6:46  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?

* unto a perfect man, (spiritual maturity) - John Wesley and perfection
* unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:. - conforming to the image of Christ
Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
v14 - 
be no more children - become spiritually mature Christians
with every wind of doctrine - with various unbiblical teaching

v15 -

speaking the truth in love - to both believers and deceivers

may grow up into him in all things - conforming to the image of Christ
v16 - So that the church works like a well oiled machine where each part performs it function as designed so that God's will is accomplished
