Adult III – 15 Jan 12 – Notes on Ephesians 3:1-13

The Greatest Mystery Ever Disclosed

I. Introduction (3:1-4)


A. The beginning of Paul’s prayer = "For this cause"= welcoming of the Gentile
- Paul saw himself as the prisoner of Jesus Christ, not of the Roman government.

- He was a prisoner because of his ministry to the Gentiles (Acts 21:17 - 22:29)

- When we are undergoing hardship, unpopularity, material loss for the sake of Christian principles we may either regard ourselves as the victims of men or as the champions of Christ. Paul is our example; he regarded himself, not as the prisoner of Nero, but as the prisoner of Christ.
- Sir Christopher Wren (1632–1723) is one of the most highly acclaimed English architects in history built St. Paul's Cathedral in London in late 1600's, asked 3 workers what they were doing.
- It is often very difficult to persuade people to serve the Church but it should not be counted a duty to be coerced out of us; it is a privilege which we should be glad to accept.


B. The method of reception 

· God had revealed the doctrine of grace to Paul and trusted him to proclaim it.

· Ephesians 2:7-9 Saved by Grace

Q:  What stewardship has God entrusted to every believer?  Matthew 28:18-20 Great Commission


C. The previous referral 

· Paul referred to Ephesians 2:11-22.

II. The Definition of a Mystery (3:5)

· Greek "mystery" is not closely guarded but open just not known

· Truth not revealed in the Old Testament

· Truth revealed in the New Testament

· Truth known only by divine revelation 

(also given to Peter by revelation Acts 11:1-18)
III. The Content of This Mystery (3:6)


A. Fellow heirs (not claimed by birth, ie sons of Abraham) 
· As fellow heirs, the Jews and Gentiles shared all the privileges of being part of God’s Body.


B. Fellow members - no longer separated
· Believing Jews and Gentiles are equal members of Christ’s Body.


C. Fellow partakers

· Jewish and Gentile believers are fellow partakers of the ritual blessings given to the church.

IV. The Minister of the Mystery (3:7-9)


A. His attitude

· Paul was amazed that God could ever use a sinner like him.

"While Paul was thus thankful for his office, his success in it greatly humbled him. The fuller a vessel becomes the deeper it sinks in the water. Plentiful grace is a cure for pride." (Spurgeon)

"Preachers ought to grow in grace, for their very calling places them at a great advantage, since they are bound to search the Scriptures, and to be much in prayer. It is a choice mercy to be permitted to preach the gospel. I wish some of you would be ambitious of it, for earnest preachers are wanted." (Spurgeon)


B. His task

· Preach the unsearchable riches of Christ among the Gentiles.

· "to announce good news."
· Job 5:9  Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvelous things without number:
· Job 9:10  Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders without number.
· Romans 11:33  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!
· 1Co 2:9-10  9But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

· Help believing Gentiles understand their equal spiritual standing with Jews.

- Sometimes the history of Christianity can be presented in such a way that it sounds as if the gospel went out to the Gentiles only because the Jews would not receive it.  Paul reminds us that the ingathering of all men was part of the eternal purpose of God.

Q: Do you think of the riches of Christ as fully available to Muslims?  How might we react if there was a sudden influx of Muslims into the Fayetteville area?
V. The Purpose of the Mystery (3:10-13)

· God is using the church as an object lesson to teach the holy angels about His manifold wisdom.

-  God doesn't use the angels to reveal His wisdom to the saints, but He does use the saints to reveal His wisdom to the angelic beings, both faithful and fallen angels. This reminds us that we are called for something far greater than our own individual salvation and sanctification. We are called to be the means by which God teaches the universe a lesson, and a beautiful lesson.
- For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. (1Co_11:10)

- The things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven; things which angels desire to look into. (1Pe_1:12)

- I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. (1Ti_5:21)
- We should take this responsibility seriously, for angels are given the responsibility to carry souls to heaven at death (Luk_16:22) and are the reapers of the final harvest (Mat_13:39-43).
- Heb 2:7  Thou madest him a little lower than the angels;

