Adult III – 08 Jan 12 – Notes on Ephesians 2:11-22
The Wall Came Down
God's work of reconciliation is not only between God and the individual, though it must start there. It is also between groups of people that are at odds, such as Jews and Gentiles were in the days of Paul.
We still build walls… around property, Privacy Fences

· Church Walls:  Generations, Spiritual levels, Social classes, Friendship circles, Personal preferences 

· Attitudes and actions that separate believers: Pride, Gossip, Destructive criticism, Prejudice, Selfishness, Manipulation, Slander

I. The Lessons of Separation from Christ (2:11-12)

A. Lesson one (2:11)
The Gentiles were uncircumcised heathen.(implying that they were unclean and profane) 

Circumcision was the sign of a covenant relationship with God.
B. Lesson two (2:12a)
The Gentiles were without Christ.

Before accepting Christ, Gentiles were "Christless, stateless, friendless, hopeless and Godless." Today's "Lost" = Same...
C. Lesson three (2:12b)
The Gentiles had no claim to the covenants to Israel. 

- Being saved does not make Gentiles into Jews.
· Abrahamic Covenant - promised land

· Mosaic Covenant - promised temporal blessings(Ex 19:4-8)

· Davidic Covenant - promised a Davidic king(2 Sam 7:11-13)

· New Covenant - promised Israel new hearts(Jer 31:31-35)
II. The Fact of the Union in Christ (2:13-18)
A. The reason the union is possible (2:13-14a)

- Christ gives both Jews and Gentiles peace.
But now in Christ Jesus… = Blood Brothers
B. The program that secured this union (2:14b-18)
• Christ broke down the wall of hatred…
What Biblical accounts indicate that there was a kind of a wall separating Jews and Gentiles?  Jonah's reluctance to prophecy to Nineveh, Samaritan woman at the well, Peter's reluctance to go to the home of Cornelius, Peter's snubbing Gentiles at a meal when Jews arrived.

Paul was, at the time of this writing, under house arrest in Rome, awaiting trial because he was falsely accused by the Jews of taking a Gentile into the inner temple court past the literal wall of separation dividing Jew and Gentile. (Acts 21:17-22:29) Paul makes it clear that in Jesus, the wall is gone.

• Christ rendered the law inoperative for the purpose of salvation, but not for the purpose of sanctification.
- No longer under the Law but under Grace

John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments.

• Christ made one new man. 

- Something that never before existed.
III. The Result of Union in Christ (2:19-22)

A. Concerning citizenship (2:19a)
B. Concerning the family (2:19b)
C. Concerning the building (2:20-21a)

D. Concerning the temple (2:21b-22)
Adam Clarke explained how God's work in the Church gave glory to the wisdom, power, and love of God. 

· There is nothing as noble as the Church, seeing that it is the temple of God.

· There is nothing so worthy of reverence, seeing God that dwells in it.

· There is nothing so ancient, since the patriarchs and prophets worked to building it.

· There is nothing so solid, since Jesus Christ is the foundation of it.

· There is nothing so high, since it reaches as high as to the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

· There is nothing so perfect and well proportioned, since the Holy Spirit is the architect.

· There is nothing more beautiful, because it is adorned with building stones of every age, every place, every people; from the highest kings to the lowest peasants; with the most brilliant scientists and the simplest believers.

· There is nothing more spacious, since it is spread over the whole earth, and takes in all who have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

· There is nothing so Divine, since it is a living building, animated and inhabited by the Holy Spirit.

