Adult III – 01 Jan 12 – Notes on Ephesians 2:1-10
Saved By Grace for Good Works
I. Separation from Christ (2:1-3)

Dead = spiritual death = separation from God/Christ

trespasses = we have crossed a line, challenging God's boundaries, rebel 
sins = we have missed a mark, the perfect standards of God, a failure

dead person cannot do anything to help themselves

unsaved person cannot do anything to improve their spiritual condition

A. Gentile separation (v1 - you = Gentiles)
The Gentiles had lived by . . .

• the world’s values and attitudes.

• Satan’s domination.


B. Jewish separation (v3 - we = Jews)

• The Jews had lived by the strong desires of their corrupt human nature.

• The Jews were worthy of God’s wrath.
Genesis 15:6  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. (Jews were lost also… God has no grandchildren…)
v3 had our conversation = lived our lives

The Bible knows nothing of the idea that all men are "children of God," except in the sense that He is our common creator, we are His creatures.

Matthew 23:29-38 - Jews were not exempt as God's Chosen People

Read:  Rev 20:11-15
II. Union with Christ (2:4-6)

But God... = Beginning of God's response to Man's sin

A. Through Christ, Jews and Gentiles received divine love

Love goes deeper than mercy.


B. In Christ, Jews and Gentiles received divine life
Mercy = not receiving what you deserve - wrath
Grace = receiving what you do not deserver - salvation
III. The Purpose of Union with Christ (2:7-10)

v7 Purpose Summary - for His own glory

"That in the ages to come," - When God no longer allows Mankind to continue in sin - The fullness of time

v8 To be saved a person must believe in the death and resurrection of JC and receive Him as Savior.

Romans 10:9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

John 1:11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

John 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

John 1:13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

A. To portray grace

We didn’t deserve salvation; nor was God obligated to save us.


B. To produce good works

v10 - "his workmanship" = our spiritual rebirth
James 2:20-26  
20But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 
21Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 
22Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 
23And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 
24Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 
25Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 
26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

