Lesson 1:  Occupation Stewardship
Key Verse:  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. (1 Corinthians 4:2)

· What do we mean by "Value System"? 
· What value system should a Christian have?

I.  Two Worlds
Colossians 1:12-13 12Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 


A. The world of darkness
Ephesians 6:11-12  11Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

1 John 2:11  11But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

Ephesians 5:11  11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

John 17:15  15I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

2 Corinthians 6:14-16 14Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?  16And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.


B. The world of light
1 John 1:5-6  5This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
John 1:5  5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
John 8:12  12Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
John 12:46  46I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.
1 Peter 2:9  9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:
1 Thessalonians 5:5  5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
Romans 13:12  12The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.

II. Building of Values
Hebrews 11:1-2  1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2For by it the elders obtained a good report.
Hebrews 11:23-27 23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment. 24By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. 

27By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.


A. A foundation of faith (Hebrews 11:27)

B. Values based on faith (Hebrews 11:26)
11:26  He regarded abuse suffered for Christ to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for his eyes were fixed on the reward. (NET)

C. Choices based on values (Hebrews 11:25)

D. Character based on choices (Hebrews 11:1-2)
III. Developing Motivated Stewardship (Read: Matthew 25:14-30)

A. Ownership
Psalm 50:10-12  10For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 11I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. 12If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.
Psalm 100:3  3Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.


B. Responsibility
Colossians 3:23  23And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

C. Accountability

2 Corinthians 5:10  10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

