Adult III – 18 Sep 2011 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 49
Chapter 48

v1-7

v2 sits up in bed to honor Joseph

v3-4 Reminiscing about meeting the Lord at Luz/Bethel and being promised the land

v5 - Ephraim and Manasseh "are mine" (Reuben & Simeon 1st born) - Jacob adopts Joseph's sons who are now about 20 years old

v6 - any born later will be Joseph's but Ephraim and Manasseh will share in inheritance

v7 - Reminiscing again about losing Rachel

v8-22

v8 "Israel" used in a spiritual sense

v10 "eyes...were dim" - reminiscent of Isaac during his blessing

v11 Jacob was never expecting to see Joseph again but now he is blessed to see his sons

v12 Joseph bows showing respect to his father - start of a significant event

v16 - The angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; the angel/theophany at the River Jabbock
v13-19 the younger Ephraim is blessed over Manasseh

v20 

- saying, in thee shall Israel bless; in Joseph, as the Targum of Jonathan, that is, in his seed, in his sons Ephraim and Manasseh, when the Israelites blessed any, they should make use of their names: 

- saying, God make thee as Ephraim and Manasseh: as great and honourable, as rich and wealthy, as fruitful and prosperous as they; and the Targum says, this custom continues with the Jews to this day, to put their hands on persons to bless them; if a son, they say, "God make thee as Ephraim and Manasseh; ''if a daughter, "God make thee as Sarah and Rebekah:"

v22 - There is no good explanation for the last part of this verse but it seems likely, that after Jacob departed from Shechem to Hebron, the Amorite came and seized on this parcel of ground; which he hearing of, went with his sons and servants, and recovered it out of their hands by his sword and bow; though this warlike action of his is nowhere recorded in Scripture, the Jewish writers (w) say, that Jacob and his sons had very grievous war with the Amorites on account of the slaughter and captivity of the Shechemites: by giving to Joseph this portion above his brethren, it appears that the birthright was become his.
Chapter 48

v1-2 - Not really a blessing but a prophecy of what is to come. Jacob wants all of his sons together to hear each other's pronouncement.
v3-4 - Ruben, the first born - a powerful leader among his brothers but "will not excel" because of Gen 35:22 incest with Bilhah, his father's concubine wife, done forty years ago.
v5-7 - Simeon and Levi - "are brethren"  because of like character - they shed the blood of the Shechemites very barbarously, Gen_34:25 in revenge for their sister Dinah being raped.
in their selfwill they digged down a wall. = in their selfwill they crippled/hamstrung/cut oxen.

Exodus 21:24   Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,

v7 - I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. 


Simeon is within Judah's territory and scattered and Levi has no land possession, just 48 cities.

