Adult III – 28 August 2011 – Notes on Lesson 13 - Confidence in the Face of Conflict
1 John 5:13-21
I. Confidence of Eternal Life (1 John 5:13)
v13 - "These things have I written unto you"…  that ye may know that ye have eternal life
John was writing to people who needed reassurance about their faith…

What things?

· things in the epistle in general, to counter the Gnostic teachings
· distinctive marks of a Christian:  Truth, Obedience, Love
· about victory over the world by Christ and by those who believe on his Name

· of the six witnesses to the sonship of Jesus, 3 in heaven and 3 on earth

· of the gift of eternal life that is in Christ

Example: foreign language skills fade…= lack of Confidence
*** Confidence falters when one doubts…

Eph 4:11-13 JC Gave us apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting/equipping of the saints,
See Handout: slide "Confidence of eternal life"

II. Confidence for Prayer (1 John 5:14, 15)
- John may have been thinking about what Jesus said in:

John 14:13-14  13And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

John 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

Heb 4:16 (Since we have JC as our high priest) Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

George Mueller (1805-1898), a Christian evangelist and Director an orphanage in Bristol, England, cared for over10,000 orphans in his life and established 117 schools which offered Christian education to over 120,000 children. He said that it often took him more time to know the will of God than, once he understood what God’s will was, for him to pray and receive the answer.
How can confidence in prayer give strength for life's struggles?

See Handout: slide "Confidence for prayer"

III. Confidence about Sin (1 John 5:16–18)
What kind of prayer should we pray for a Christian who has sinned?
- pray that he is restored

What other responsibility do we have besides praying for him?

Galatians 6:1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

In the Old Testament there were 2 classes of sin:
- For unwitting or unintentional sin there was a system of sacrifice
- For intentional, high handed offenses the law required death

Leviticus 4-6 & Numbers 15:22-31
Mat 12:31-32  31Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 32And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.
v18 - Christ guards true believers so that Satan cannot harm them.

John 10:27-30  27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30I and my Father are one.

See Handout - "Confidence in sin"
IV. Confidence in Christ (1 John 5:19, 20)
Why would John end his epistle with this reminder about the true understanding of Christ?
The false teachers had promoted error that lead to believers misunderstanding of the true Christ.
How can confidence in Christ give strength to stand in life's struggles?

See Handout - "Confidence in Christ"
V. Confidence against Error (1 John 5:21)
- some of the Gnostics worshipped the images of Simon the magician and Helen, his mistress
- because many believers came form idol worshiping backgrounds, they had that natural inclination
Why are all believers vulnerable to false teachings?

What are some means by which we may resist false doctrine?
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