Adult III – 21 August 2011 – Notes on Lesson 12 - Faith That Overcomes
1 John 5:1-12
Read John 3:16-21 - Free gift of salvation rejected
Lesson - platinum dentures found in attic / piece of valuable art but value unknown

I. Consequences of Faith (1 John 5:1–5)


A. Obeying the Lord (5:1–3)



• Those who do not love God’s children place a question mark over the reality of their 

love for God Himself.



• God’s children learn to love one another by obeying God’s commandments.



• God’s commands are not a burden, but a path to real life and joy.
v1  "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God:"

born = has a sense of being begotten (of a man or in this case God)
"him that begat" =  the Father

"him also that is begotten" =  the Son and everyone who is born or God
born/begat/begotten = same Greek word =  gennaō
v2-3  Commandments = Mosaic Law does 3 things Blesses, Curses, Defines sin

grievous = burdensome, severe, stern, weighty, violent, cruel, unsparing

The Talmud has two components: the Mishnah (200 AD), the first written compendium of Judaism's Oral Law; and the Gemara (500 AD), a discussion of the Mishnah and related Tannaitic writings that often ventures onto other subjects and expounds broadly on the Tanakh, the Jewish canonical scripture.

- His commandments are not burdensome when we compare them to the rules men make up. (IRS)

- John is thinking of the contrast Jesus made between the religious requirements of the religious leaders of His day, and the simplicity of loving God and following Him. 
- Jesus said all the rules and regulations of the Scribes and Pharisees were as heavy burdens (Mat_23:4). -- Jesus said of Himself, My yoke is easy and My burden is light (Mat_11:30). 
Bottom Line: Jesus says in John 14:15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments."

Gal 6:2  Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
Rom 6:14  For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
Rom 6:18  and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.


B. Overcoming the world (5:4, 5)
- The world is tempting and powerful, and is able to control the lives of unsaved people, but NOT us.
- We have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, our Counselor, Helper, Comforter, and our Teacher.

- The key to victory is faith. Not only an initial, "come-to-the-altar-and-get-saved" faith, but a consistently abiding faith, an ongoing reliance and trust upon Jesus Christ.

II. Confidence of Faith (1 John 5:6–12)


A. Spirit witness (5:6–8)
v6 - by water = Jesus' baptism  by blood = Jesus' atoning death
When Jesus was baptized, He was not baptized in repentance for His own sin (He had none), but because He wanted to completely identify with sinful humanity.
Others interpretations: Our baptism & communion, w&b when Jesus was speared in his side, water = his birth from the womb
v7-8  

v7 ends at "record" in earlier text

Deu 17:6  At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.
Deu 19:15  One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.

B. Superior witness (5:9, 10)
- The witness of a sufficient number of credible men, of men of good character and report, is always admitted in any case, and in any court
- The witness of the Father, the Word, and the Spirit in v7 must be the testimony of God, since, though three persons, they are one God; 
- Particularly the witness which God the Father testified of his Son Jesus Christ at his baptism and transfiguration, must be allowed to be the testimony of God, and far greater than any human testimony. 
v10 - hath made him a liar
Mark 3:28-29  28Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme:  29But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation:

C. Sustaining witness (5:11, 12)
v11 - And this is the record = martyria = (from the root of which comes martyr) and is used to mean "witness" or "a testifying".
- "to die for" = related to eternal life

CASE STUDY

