Adult III – 17 July 11 – Notes on Lesson 7 - When He Shall Appear

I. Confidence at Christ’s Appearing (1 John 2:28, 29)


A. Continuing in Christ (2:28)



• Believers should continue in Christ rather than slip into error.



• The return of Christ is a motivator for continuing in Christ.
"little children…" = children of God by faith in Jesus Christ

"abide in him" = take on the nature of Christ thru the indwelling of the Holy Spirit

"when he shall appear" = time of the Rapture of the Church

When was the last time you thought seriously about Christ's return? Why is He returning?
1 Corinthians 15:50-57  50Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 51Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, which gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17  13But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Titus 2:11-15  11For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 

12Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ; 14Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 15These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.

"not be ashamed before him at his coming…"

What comes to your mind when you think about having to give an account of your life before Christ?

· Those who have honored and obeyed Him will appear before Him in confidence 

· False teachers will be revealed as frauds

· Disobedient Christians will be held accountable

Daily Judgment - Hebrews 4:14-16  14Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Bema Seat Judgment - 2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
Great White Throne Judgment - Revelation 20:11-15  11And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

B. Continuing in Christ likeness (2:29)



• Good theology must be matched by godly living.



• Obedience is an obligation for believers that requires full commitment.
Righteous = Just  (Love = discipline for children)

Know = eidō = perceive thru your senses
Know = ginōskō = learn

- God expects His children to bear a family resemblance.  It cost Christ something to be obedient; we should expect it to cost us something….
2 Samuel 24:24  …neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing…
Matthew 6:1-4  1Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 2Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 3But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 4That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

II. Commitment Because of Christ’s Appearing (1 John 3:1–3)


A. What God has done (3:1)



• God the Father took the initiative to reach out to undeserving people.



• God welcomes undeserving but regenerated sinners (saints) into His family.
Sons of God = Adoption 
Rom_8:15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

Rom_8:23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

Gal_4:5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

Eph_1:5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,
We need to understand how we gained this status as "sons of God".
Rom 3:23 -sinned and fallen short of the glory of God
Isa 53:6 - we like sheep have gone astray

What is the end result of being in God's family?  Share in the inheritance


B. What God will do (3:2)



• God will transform the lives of His children so they become like Christ.
Beloved = formerly called "little children"…he just said they were "sons of God"
Transforms our lives to get ready for a transformed body…

Christ's resurrected body = thru doors, still scars, 

C. What we must do (3:3)
Start our transformation now…  See last slide.
