Adult III – 29 May 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 45
Chapter 45
How Do I Know I've Fully Forgiven?  - PM Sermon, 15 May 2011, Pastor Tony Wilson

Genesis 45:1

Joseph did not want the Egyptians to be aware of the sin/guilt of his brothers nor see the confusion that his brothers may be thrown into.  Also, because of his position it was not appropriate to show such extreme emotion that he felt.
Point 1.  We don't spread the offense to others.

Psalm 103:12

Micah 7:19

Ephesians 4:32

Genesis 45:2-4

Joseph reveals himself and then immediately asks for his Father.
Especially a son needs to know the strength and approval of a father…role model.
v4 - I am your brother, Joseph, whom ye sold into Egypt: which is added, not so much to remind them of their sin, but to assure them that he was really their brother Joseph;
Point 2.  We don't allow anyone to be intimidated by us.

1 John 4:8

Genesis 45:4-5

v5 - Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves = Don't let your guilt consume you; Joseph has already observed their repentance; they need to move on and get over it
Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Point 3.  We will want them to be guilt free.

Genesis 45:6-8

v7 - And God sent me before you,.... In the good providence of God to prepare a place for them… to make provision for their future physical welfare

- to preserve you a posterity in the earth; for the salvation of all of humanity that the promise of Abraham's seed might not be made null, but continue to produce offspring, from which the Messiah was to come: 

- and to save your lives by a great deliverance; from the extreme danger they were exposed by the terrible famine

- a father to Pharaoh: to be a teacher to him, to be his counselor, to advise him well in all things, as a father his children;

Point 4.  We will let them save face.

Genesis 45:9-13

v9 - God hath made me lord over all Egypt: his status he attributes, not to Pharaoh, but to God; civil honor and promotion to worldly grandeur and dignity are from God, and not from man:
v10 - thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen = a land of pastures, exceedingly fertile. This was the only part of Egypt that received regular rains, and was not dependent upon the flooding of the Nile.

v11 - there will I nourish thee = take care of them but not exact revenge
Point 5.  We will protect them from their greatest fear.

Book Reference:  "Total Forgiveness" by R. T. Kindall
Genesis 45:14-15

- Joseph show his affection for all of his brothers 
- time often heals feelings of being wronged because you get a broader picture of events
Point 6.  It will be a lifelong commitment

Genesis 50:15-17

Point 7.  We will pray for them to be blessed.


Matthew 5:44


Job 42:10


Book Reference:  "Unconditional?" by Brian Zahnd

Genesis 45:16-24
v16 - Joseph's brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well - Pharaoh promised to care for them
v20 -Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours. - Pharaoh had promised
v22 - but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment.
Still a test of his brothers or only showing greater love?

v24 - he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way. Or ‘Do not quarrel on the way!’"
He may have said this in jest, but truth can be very effectively communicated in a joking manner. Joseph knew the relationship his brothers had with one another. He knows they are a rough bunch.
- that they would be blaming one another about it, and so fall into contentions and quarrels;
Genesis 45:25-28

v26 - And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not. = fainted = cold, rigid, numb
This was not a normal reaction because there was no hope left in his heart. Hope and life go together.
v27 Jacob --> v28 Israel = revived spiritually

Chapter 46
v1 - Israel offered sacrifices at Beersheba = home of Abraham and Isaac 
- Abraham dug a well there & secured ownership of it from Abimelech with 7 ewe lambs Gen 21:27-33
- where Jacob grew up as a boy

- last time Jacob offered a sacrifice in Canaan but must have been one of the most meaningful

- Jacob had received extensive revelations from God, but he had never had an intimate, warm relationship with God that his grandfather Abraham had. 

- Probably blamed God for the loss of Joseph. 

- Now he sees that God was not who he thought He was.

- The sacrifice must also have been a prayer for guidance. 

- Jacob was aware of God’s prophecy to Abraham in Ch. 15:13 but had little choice except go to Egypt

- the joy of seeing Joseph again, the trip to Egypt

- meant staying alive. The alternative would have been starvation in Canaan

v2-7
v2 - God calls Israel(prince Gen 32:28) "Jacob"(tripper) a reminder of his old nature
v3-4 - The promise is given to the people of Israel, so they would have a Word of God to hang on to during the four centuries of slavery. 

- We do not read in the book of Exodus that anyone ever mentioned this promise. 

- Evidently the Word of God was no longer considered relevant at that period of history. 

- Does not this sound familiar in our twentieth century ears?
