Adult III – 15 May 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 42 & 43
Chapter 42

v1-4
- Brothers may have been reluctant to go to Egypt because that is where Joseph was sold

- Word about the availability of grain in Egypt probably reached Jacob via caravans

- Benjamin had probably taken Joseph’s place in Jacob’s affection.

v5-15

- Joseph could not personally oversee the sale of grain in the whole country but probably monitored the sale of grain to foreigners for security reasons.

- brothers bowing down called to mind his dreams

- It was plausible for Joseph to accuse them as being spies

- Their defense is that they are all brothers… not likely if they were spies

v16-17 
- Joseph gives his brother a taste of what it means to fear for your life and to be thrown in prison,

as he was thrown into the pit

- Eye for an eye (Ex 21:24 7 Lev 24:20) - pit/prison, foreign country, slavery - meant for evil = good
- To observe their behavior to see if their characters had changed and if they were repentant
- He knew they were not spies, but he could not be sure that they were no longer murderers.

- To let them decide who should go back for Benjamin… but apparently they could not decide

v18-23

v18 - third day = they thought they were dead but now alive

- "for I fear God" = (Heb) yare' Elohiym = first used Gen 22:12 = Abraham slaying Isaac

- Joseph was acknowledging there was one higher than he, to whom he was accountable.

v19 - If ye be true [men] = (Heb) kān = can be translated as "therefore" or "if your are truthful"
- let one be bound = turned the tables…instead of letting one go he is keeping one hostage

- "go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses" = has concern for his father and family

v20 - "bring your youngest brother unto me" = longing to see his brother

v21-23 
- They searched their hearts for their sins…
- They seem remorseful and acknowledged their sin - "his blood is required"

- There is nothing so life changing as seeing our sins for what they are as the possibility of death. Death can make crooks into honest men. Let any man be confronted with his sin and if he is truly saved he will repent and ask for forgiveness.
v24-28
- Bound Simeon  in their presence for their benefit 
- Why Simeon? 2nd eldest in charge when Joseph was sold…Ruben had left the group, ruthless and deserver more observation by Joseph

- Finding money in one of the sacks increased the fear

v29-35

v35 - on finding the rest of the money they were afraid for Simeon's life

v36-38

- Joseph assumes he has lost 2 sons and now he is being forced to give up a third
- Jacob is not convinced with Ruben's offer of the life of his 2 sons

- Reuben's meaning was, not that his children should be slain, but this he says, to show that he would be very careful for the return of Benjamin as if the life of two sons of his lay at stake,

- By keeping Benjamin close Jacob is actually delaying a bigger blessing  (ie Parents wanting to keep children, at home, single, local college, etc.)
- Turn your children loose and trust in the Lord

Chapter 43
v1-14

- This trip is in the 2nd year of the famine; on 1st trip bought enough grain to last thru harvest time

- Tries to persuade his sons to go to Egypt without Benjamin
- If they do, it's confirmation of the accusation that they are spies and they could die

- Judah not as dramatic as Ruben but offers his own surety for Benjamin's safety

v11 - Jacob finally relents then distracts himself by helping prepare for the journey

v14 - Calls on God Almighty (El Shaddai) for mercy

- If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.
