Adult III – 8 May 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapters 41-42
Chapter 41
v1-8
- Joseph stayed 2 more years in prison after the chief butler was released

- Pharaoh had 2 dreams = sureity = required for witnesses

- kine = female cow

- cows don't normally eat cows

- usually one or two ears of corn on a stalk but 7 = very productive yield

- corn does not eat corn

- 7 = number for spiritual completeness

v9-13

- After Pharaoh's 2 dreams the chief butler finally remembered Joseph but did not mention Joseph's innocence
v14-16
- Joseph shaved & changed cloths
- with modesty he attributes the ability to interpret dreams to God

- an answer of peace = an answer that will set your mind at ease

- The LXX translates it as “God shall announce Pharaoh’s salvation.”

- One night in prison the next in the palace = nothing is too difficult forGod
v17-32
v19 - Pharaoh says that Egypt really does have that kind of animal.

- Why a famine?
Gen 15:13-14  13And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 

14And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance.
v33-36

- Strategy is to store up during the fat years so they can weather the lean years

v37-45
- Selected Joseph to be in charge

- Hyksos ruling Egypt - semantic foreign rulers

v36 - spirit of God = ruach elohym

v40 - Gen 39 had similar situation in Potiphar's house and in jail - training for bigger task

v44 - Joseph now have had enough power to get back at people who harmed him, Potiphar's wife.

v45 - Zaph'nath-pa-ane'ah. = "revealer of a secret" or "preserver of the age" or "treasury of the glorious rest" “the Salvation of the Word,” “Rescuer of the World,” “the Prince of the Life of the World,” “the Food of Life,” or “the Food of the Living.”
- Joseph married into a Egyptian family of high class

v46-53

- Joseph was 30 - 17 when sold = 13 years in preparation
v49 - "it was without number"
v50 - two sons before the years of famine came

- Manasseh = "causing to forget" = homesick = it means that the memory no longer hurt.
- Ephraim = "double fruitfulness"
v52 - "For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction."

Egypt is a type of the world in which we live. We do not belong to this world anymore than Joseph belonged in Egypt.
v54-57
Famine in all the known world
- The physical famine Joseph prepared for is a type or model of the real spiritual famine that we are dealing with today and may deal with in the future.
Chapter 42

v1-4
- Brothers may have been reluctant to go to Egypt because that is where Joseph was sold

- Word about the availability of grain in Egypt probably reached Jacob via caravans

- Benjamin had probably taken Joseph’s place in Jacob’s affection.

v5-15

- Joseph could not personally oversee the sale of grain in the whole country but probably monitored the sale of grain to foreigners for security reasons.
- brothers bowing down called to mind his dreams

- it was plausible for Joseph to accuse them as being spies

v16-23
