Adult III – 1 May 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapters 39
Chapter 39

v1-6 

- Potiphar = "belonging to the sun", an officer of Pharaoh, chief of the executioners

- an officer of Pharaoh =  (Heb) sa-res = eunuch

- captain of the guard = in charge of Pharaoh's bodyguard/executioners
- Joseph’s presence in Potiphar’s house was a blessing and caused blessings.
- He probably treated Joseph as a son he could never have
v7-9

v8 " my master wotteth not what is with me in the house" 

- (Heb) adown yada bayith - my master knows the household
v9 "sin against God" - first time we see Joseph mention his relationship with God

2 Samuel 12:13  And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.
Psalm 51:4  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight:
- There was both opportunity and convenience to sin 
- This was a very great temptation to a young man in single life and living well
- His mistress had it in her power to promote him to her husband should he consent, or ruin him should he deny.

- Only one thing had his master held back…compare with the garden of Eden - Gen 2:16-17
v10-19
- The temptation was progressive:

- v7 
- flattery


- v10
- drawn-out enticing


- v12
- an ambush
- It seems as if, since she could not tempt him to sin then she wanted to ruin him
- Twice Joseph's garment is used in a deception

- The wife built a circumstantial case against Joseph

- A man seems to be considered guilty of sexual crimes unless proven innocent

- Joseph's purported crime possibly enraged a sexually incapable master but a more likely story is that the master knew what his wife was up to.
v20-23

- The Lord can prosper us in any circumstance when we resolve to serve Him
- The keeper of the prison put his life in Joseph's hands by trusting him
- From slavery into imprisonment… We do not read anything about Joseph being despaired at this point.
Colossians 3:22-24  22Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eye service, as men pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 23And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

Chapter 40

v1-4

- Potiphar thought to be in charge of the prison

- Targum says they were charged with attempted poising of the king

- They probably expected to be released after an investigation seeing that Joseph was assigned to serve them while in prison

- God brought 2x royal tutors to Joseph for the purpose of moving him to a higher position of authority

v5-8
- Joseph had a genuine concern for their mental state

- Joseph must have been dwelling on the meaning of his own dreams and how they related to his current situation

v8 - "Do not interpretations belong to God?" - claimed no power for himself

v9-13
- Good interpretation of butler's dream
- lift up thine head = call your case

v14-15

- Asks for remembrance when he is restored to his position of authority
v16-19

- Bad interpretation of the baker's dream

- your case will be called and you will be hanged

v20-23
- God caused the butler to forget Joseph until an opportune time
