Adult III – 10 Apr 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapters 35
Chapter 35
v1-5
Jacob's vowed when he was in distress - Genesis 28:20-22 

v1 - God reminds Jacob of his vow at Bethel, and sends him thither to perform it… 
It had been seven or eight years since he came to Canaan; he had purchased ground at Shechem, and had built an altar in remembrance of God's last appearance to him when he called him Israel (Gen_33:19-20); but still his vow at Bethel is forgotten.
- Matthew Henry says:  God had exercised Jacob with a very sore affliction in his family in chapter 34, to see if this would bring his vow to his remembrance.

- privatio boni  (Latin, “the privation of good”)

The theological belief about the existence of evil normally associated with St. Augustine.

God did not create evil but evil is a privation of righteousness.

- Edmund Burke was an Irish political philosopher (1729 – 1797), quote:
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.
v2 - Put away the strange gods that are among you,  - Laban's idol and Canaanite idols taken
and be clean, - abstain from any sexual activity with the captured Canaanite women

and change your garments: - symbolic of being spiritually clean, blood spattered garments
v5 - "terror/fear" of God - (Heb)  chittah (khit·tä') only place used in the Bible
v6-7 - went to Bethel and built an altar
v8 - Deborah Rebekah's nurse died - Gen 27:45  Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day?

- Allon Bachuth means "Oak of Weeping"
v9-15
- When Jacob finally did what God had called him to do…v9 God "blessed him" 

- Then God reminded Jacob of the new name which was important, because Jacob had been acting like Jacob instead of Israel.
v11 - This is the third time that God mentions kings, which would be born from Jacob.

v14 - Jacob makes a pillar upon which he pours oil and wine. This is the first time we read in the Bible that a libation was made as an offering. The oil and the wine were a foreshadowing and later acquired the significance of symbols of the oil for the Holy Spirit and the wine for the covenant in blood.

- Remains the fact that it wasn’t Jacob who sought God, but God came down to Jacob.
Mat 23:37  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

v16-21
v17 - "fear not" having a son - primary duty of a wife to produce offspring
- Ephrath = " abundance; bearing fruit" = Bethlehem = "house of bread (food)"

- Benoni = son of my sorrow, or pain
- (Ben)Jamin, (son of) the right-hand, is the South and Shemol, the left-hand, is the North
Jer 31:15  Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.

Mat 2:18  In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.
Rama = hill or elevated place = city in the tribal allotment of Benjamin

v21 - beyond the tower of Eder; which was pasture, and fit for his flocks, see Mic_4:8; it was about a mile from Bethlehem to the south (i), and is supposed to be the place where the shepherds were watching their flocks, when the angel reported to them the birth of Christ, Luke 2:8; pretty remarkable are the words added here in the Targum of Jonathan, "the place from whence the King Messiah will be revealed in the end of days.''
v22 - The silence of this text is deafening…

- It is certain this gave Jacob great offence, grief and trouble, and he remembered it to his dying day, and took away the birthright from Reuben on account of it, Gen_49:3;
Jacob probably refrained from further sexual relations with Bilhah, Rachel hand maid, since she had been defiled by Rueben.  Rueben may have been jealous over Jacob's favoritism to Rachael, Joseph & Benjamin.

v23-26 - recap of the sons of Jacob

It is actually a pretty messed-up family but God will use this family… not because they are such great candidates, but because He has chosen them by His grace alone.

