Adult III – 3 Apr 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 32, 33 & 34
v24-32 - 

v25 -  The angel concedes, declaring Jacob the victor. God imputes faith to man as righteousness and confession of sin as victory. That is the essence of grace. Jacob is declared the winner because of his plea

for forgiveness. This was the turning point in his life. From the human point of view it seems that when we

declare that we were wrong, we would be considered to be the loser. We tend to think that when we lose

everything is lost. The devil wants us to believe that when we go to God and say: “I am wrong, I am sorry,”

that God will tell us to go away, because He can’t stand losers. Anyone who ever came to God confessing his sin, has found out that the opposite is true. 
v26 - Here is God talking to one of His creatures. He says: “Let me go!” and the creature answers “No!” 

God must have loved this! He had wanted to bless Jacob all his life, but Jacob never paid any attention. God

did not want to go because of daybreak. God was drawing Jacob closer and Jacob let himself be drawn. God wants us to hold on to him until He blesses us.
v28 - Israel = "God prevails", new name = NT born again

Jacob’s struggle seemed more an act of resistance than of aggression. The victory consisted in Jacob’s surrender. When Jacob said: “I give up,” God said: “You won!”
Mat 16:24-25  24Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

v29 - The discovery of that was reserved for his death-bed, upon which he called him Shiloh.(Gen 49:10)
v30 - Peniel = "facing God"
v31 - halted upon his thigh = limped

v32 - tradition to call attention to

Chapter 33

v1-3
- Esau arrives with 400 men = we don't know how Esau's heart may have been changed on the journey
- Arranged his household in order of who he loved the most at the rear but put himself first…!!!

- The fact that Jacob puts himself up front indicates that he would be ready to die first. This attitude is a result of seeing God’s face at Peniel. Sin makes us cowards, grace makes us heroes.
v4-7

v4 "and they wept" - The brothers both cry. When Esau and Jacob met the past is washed away in their tears. Tears are good medicine.
Rev 7:17  For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
Rev 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
- Esau seems amazed at the size of Jacob’s family. In chapter 36 we find a list of Esau’s children and only five sons from his four wives are recorded there.
v8-11
v11 - "And he urged him, and he took it" This was as important to the reconciliation as Jacob's giving the gifts. When Jacob gave such generous gifts, it was his way of saying to Esau he was sorry and when Esau accepted the gifts, it was his way of accepting Jacob and saying he was forgiven.
v12-16
-Seems as if Jacob still does not trust Esau.  Esau goes south; Jacob goes west…

v17-20
- Seems as if Jacob wants to settle down in the area…
v20 - El-elohe-Israel = "the mighty God of Israel" = “God, the God of Israel.”

Chapter 34

v1-4

- Is this a place God wanted Jacob to be? It seems God directed him to return to Bethel (Gen_31:13), 

- Jacob chose a place to live for all the wrong reasons. He wanted to be close to the city (Gen_33:18)
- Went out to see the daughters of the land: Dinah's desire to do this understandable but unwise. It is obvious Jacob did not make sure she was properly supervised. To allow her to socialize unsupervised in a pagan town was a real failure on the part of Jacob and Leah.

- "Unattached young women were considered fair game in cities of the time, in which promiscuity was not only common but, in fact, a part of the very religious system itself." 

- Neither  Shechem (back/shoulder) nor Hamor (he-ass)felt the need to apologize for the kidnap and rape.
- Jacob's lack of attention and protection was at fault in this tragedy. His own compromise made him less able to stand up to his own children and guide them as he should.
v5-7

-  Where is Jacob's outrage for the kidnapping and defilement of his only daughter?
-  When God-appointed heads don't take appropriate leadership, it creates a void, which is often filled sinfully.

- The brothers had a sense of responsibility to protect their sister greater than the father. They decide to "protect" Dinah's honor in a unwise and sinful way.
v8-12

- Intermarriage with the Canaanites was unwise with such a destiny in God's redemptive plan.

- Hamor and Shechem's manner of negotiating the arrangement of the marriage insulted Dinah and her family. They acted as if money and marriage could make her disgrace go away, much like abortion does now.
v13-17

- Hamor and Shechem agreed to circumcision because it was not only practiced among the Israelites, other ancient peoples also had the practice. 

- Simeon and Levi have evil intention in this plan. Yet they cover it up with spiritual words, and used Dinah as a cover for their intended evil.

- They felt justified because the men of Shechem treated their sister as a prostitute (Gen_34:31), but they prostituted the sign of God's covenant for their own murderous purpose.
v18-24

- Hamor and Shechem were pleased with this plan. Beyond the obviously deep attraction Shechem has for Dinah, they were also undoubtedly pleased to begin to marry into a family so large, wealthy, and influential.

- It is amazing what men will do for both women and wealth. A whole city of men submits to circumcision so they can take their daughters as wives and take their livestock, property, and every animal of theirs.
v25 

- Crudely performed, circumcision could be quite incapacitating, particularly after two or three days. 

- The boldness with which they executed their foul plan shows the hardness of their hearts.
v26-29
- They justified this murder and theft by saying they and their sister had been disgraced, but the punishment clearly does not fit the crime.

- Simeon and Levi probably thought God blessed their murderous plans with great success.
v30-31
- Jacob is only concerned with himself. There is no concern for God's righteousness or the death and plunder of innocents. This is Jacob, not Israel in action.
-  When Jacob was about to die, he prophesied over each of his 12 sons(Gen_49:5-7).  He saw Simeon and Levi for who they were, but he rebuked them far too late.
v31 - Jacob never responded to the question…
