Adult III – 20 Mar 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 30 & 31
Chapter 30 
v25-30
v25-26 - Jacob wants to leave with his wives and children but has no possessions; trusts God to provide
As before, after the first seven years of service were concluded, it was Jacob who had to remind Laban of the agreement made

v27 - Laban recognizes God has bless him because of Jacob

v28 - Tell me what you want to stay

 v29-30 - the Lord has blessed you since my coming
v31-36
v31 - Again Laban asks what do you want to stay, knowing very well because the honesty and modesty of Jacob he will ask for less than Laban is willing to offer (job salary requirements)
v32 - asks for the less desirable livestock, speckled, spotted, and brown (heterozygous-solid is dominant)
v33 - So shall my righteousness answer for me (trust God)…..It will be like a brand of Jacob's ownership

v34 - Laban agrees to the terms

v35-36 - and then promptly hides all of the livestock that is speckled, spotted, and brown

v37-43
v37-39 - pilled white strakes (peeled white streaks) white = Heb. laban = Laban
The Pulpit Commentary says: “The fact is said to have been frequently observed, that particularly in the case of sheep, whatever fixed their attention in copulation is marked upon the young."
v40-42 Jacob practiced selective breeding

v43 - God blessed Jacob with increase in all areas.  (v33 - So shall my righteousness answer for me)
Chapter 31 

v1-9
v1 - Laban's sons are getting hostile because of God's blessed increase for Jacob

v2 - Jacob sensed Laban's hostility also

v3 - God told Jacob to return to Canaan - had to  be prompted - roots too deep

v4 - Jacob called only Rachel and  Leah (Bilhah & Zilpha ??) (Rachel listed first.)
v5 - But the God of my father has been with me. 

v6 -9 - whatever the agreed wages were, God increased even though Laban changed it 10x
v10-16
v10-13 - God spoke to Jacob and provided a vision, Jacob had not told his wives before - private religion?
v14-16 - Rachel & Leah feel used - whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do
v17-21

Jacob sneaked away at an opportune time - Laban was shearing his sheep

Rachel stole the family idols.  Why?

- prevent Laban from using divination to find out where they had gone.
- use the idols and their supernatural powers for her own benefit.

- for protection on the journey

- for her inheritance, idols often used as deeds for property
- because of syncretism - melding of monotheism with idol worship

- to keep her father Laban from idolatry (Jewish traditions).
v22-32
- Took Laban 7 days to catch them = told 3rd day = 1 day for prep 6 days travel 

- on the way God appeared to Laban to restrain his actions
- Laban claims Jacob is a thief and kidnapper (taken with swords)

v27-29 - Sounds like Laban intended harm to Jacob

v30 - Laban acknowledges Jacob's real reason for leaving
v31 - Jacob acknowledges his real fear for stealing away was Laban
v32 - Be careful what we vow - Jacob pronounced death for anyone with stolen property

v33-37 - Laban found nothing

v34 - Rebecca sat upon the idol

v37 - Jacob challenges Laban to produce any stolen goods

v38-42 

- 20 years of work for Laban,   77 + 20 = 97 years old

v43-55
v43 - Laban refuses to give up rights to daughters and property
v49 - covenant is more of a warning than an endearing covenant
