Adult III – 13 Mar 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 29 & 30
Chapter 29 - v15-20 
v15 - what shall be thy wages?  = good worker & doesn't want to lose him
v16-17  Leah - means "weary" = "tender-eyed" can only be understood in contrast to Rachel = "but"
Rachel - means "ewe" = female sheep  
beautiful = Heb. yapheh toar = beautiful in form (character)
well favored = Heb. yapheh mar'eh  = beautiful in appearance

v18 - 7 years was a long time to server for a wife = don't want to be turned down
The period of seven years of service would later be incorporated into the Mosaic law. (Ex.21:2).

v19-20 - Laban is agreeable to the terms of the marriage contract

Jacob = 77+7=84 years old but Rachael's age is unknown, possibly not marrying age before the 7 years

The time seemed "but a few days" - must have talked but males & females kept separate

v21-27
v21 - Give me my wife = proof that Rachel’s virginity had been kept

for my days are fulfilled - seems as if only Jacob is counting

v22 - (wedding) feast - 7 days
Laban indirectly ignores Jacob’s request, but instead makes plans for a wedding feast. Jacob assumes it is for his marriage to Rachel, but uncle Laban has a trick up his sleeve.

v23 - took Leah - Jacob drinking? Leah veiled & dark in the tent

Why had Leah had been unable to marry? 

Laban could not find a suitable husband or Leah was not a suitable potential wife?
Leah & Rachel under the authority of Laban in carrying out the scheme.
v24 - only reason Zilpah is mention, future wife
v25 - thou begiled me

Laban's deception towards Jacob is similar to the deception Jacob put upon his father. 
This is an example of Jacob reaping what he had sown. 
Jacob exchanged the younger for the older; Laban exchanged the older for the younger.
God took Jacob to the school of hard knocks to discipline him. 
This shows that our disobedience does not frustrate God's plans. 
The fact God does work all things together for good never excuses our evil acts that God uses for His will.
v26 - Custom of older first not told Jacob or not a custom at all but just an excuse

v27 - Fulfill her week - ie Leah's

Lev 18:17-18  17Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, neither shalt thou take her son's daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness; for they are her near kinswomen: it is wickedness. 18Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, beside the other in her life time.
v28-30 - its assumed there was a 7-day feast for Rachel also

- gave Bilhah to Rachel -Jacob's future wife

- Bilhah = troubled or terror

- loved Rachel more than Leah - same pattern of preference that Jacob experienced
Parental favoritism was replaced by marital favoritism. The former led to friction in Isaac’s family, and Jacob’s favoritism for Rachel will lead to family discord that will plague him for the rest of his life. In his old age, he favored Rachel’s son, Joseph, so much that Leah’s sons wanted to kill him (37:3-4, 18).
Through this ordeal, the Lord would teach Jacob three lessons:

1.  The first lesson was to learn humble submission. Because he had refused to submit to God, he must submit to serve a human master, his uncle Laban. 
2. The second lesson was to respect the rights of the firstborn. What Jacob had disregarded in connection with Esau, he must now concede concerning his wife Leah. 
3. The third lesson was to learn patience. Because he had refused to wait for God’s timing for the fulfillment of His promise (25:23), he had to wait seven days before he could marry Rachel, and that he would have to serve another seven years after that.468
v31-35 Read
v31 - God has compassion on Leah. She is the more innocent party in all of this mess. How terrible it is to live as husband and wife without love but God can minister to a wife and meet her needs even when the husband acts in an ungodly manner.
v32 - Each son has a translation of it’s name, and each name is associated with a quote from the mother.
God chose the despised mother, Leah, and exalted her to be the mother of the Seed son. Isaac preferred Esau, but God chose Jacob as the son of promise. Jacob preferred Rachel and her son Joseph, but God chose Leah to bear Judah, through which the Messiah would come.
Chapter 30
v1-4  - Rachel blames Jacob for being barren but Jacob is fertile. 

Jacob is aware that God has withheld children but he does not turn to God in prayer as Isaac did for Rebekah.
Bilhah - Rachael follows the same path as Sarah in offering her handmaid to produce children.
v5-13  - Competition with handmaidens Bilhah and Zilpah
v14-16 - Apparently Rachel monopolized Jacob's favor to the point Leah had to "purchase" time with Jacob
This Mandrake plant was thought to excite love, provoke lust, and help conception;
v17-21 - Mandrake didn't work for it was at least 2 years later that Rachel gave birth in v22-24
Order of Birth of Jacob's 12 Sons:

Leah:

Reuben 
- “See a Son,” “who sees the Son,” or “a vision of the Son”

Simeon 
- “hearing,” “has heard,” or “that hears and obeys”

Levi 

- “attached,” or “joined to me”

Judah 

- “praiser of God (Jehovah)”

Bilhah (Rachel’s maid-servant):

Dan 

- “judge,” “he that judges,” or “God has judged”

Naphtali 
- “my wrestling,” or “I have wrestled and prevailed”

Zilpah (Leah’s maid-servant):
Gad 

- “a band,” “a troop,” or “good fortune comes”

Asher 

- “happy”

Leah:
Issachar 
- “give me my hire, or reward”

Zebulun 
- “dwelling,” or “he will dwell with me”

(Then Leah bore a daughter Dinah)

Rachel:

Joseph 

- “increase,” or “He will add”

Benjamin 
- “Son of the Right Hand”

Joseph:
Ephraim 
- double fruitfulness
Manasseh.
- forgetting

