Adult III – 6 Feb 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 23 & 24
Chapter 23
v10-28
v10 - Ten = worldly completeness = 10 camels (Job 1:3 - had 3000 camels, p818)

- city of Nahor (Abraham's brother Gen 11:26-27) = Haran
- Hebron to Haran = 500 miles or 17 days journey = 30 miles per day

- "for all the goods of his master were in his hand" = in control, has a listing, had Abraham's will
v14 - The servant was wise enough to ask for a sign that was remarkable, but possible. He didn't tempt God by asking for something supernatural.

v15 - before he finishes praying God is answering his prayer

Isaiah 65:24 speaks of this kind of gracious answer to prayer:    It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear.

v21 - the servant waited and watched

- Considering that a camel may drink up to 20 gallons, watering ten camels meant at least an hour of hard work.
If you were looking for a bride for your son, grandson, or a close male relative, what characteristics would you look for?

v24 - Rebekah revealed that she was a relative of Abraham's and
v25 - offers food and lodging

v26 -  the servant praised God for answering his prayer

v29-49

v29-30 - Laban comes on the scene and takes charge, probably attracted by the expensive gifts
v31-33 - Laban fulfills Rebekah offer of food and lodging

v33 - The servant refuses to eat until he tells the story of his errand/commission

v34-48 - Story is told

v49 - The servant requires a response.
v50-61

v50-51 - Brother & Father agreed to the betrothal without consulting Rebekah, Rebekah's age??  14

v53 - deal is sealed, dowry and other gifts given & servant is ready to go home

v55 - they asked that she stay at least 10 days before leaving

v58 - Rebekah said "I will go"

We can well imagine the conversations Rebekah and the servant would have on the journey. She would want to know all she could about Isaac, whom she loved without ever seeing, and he would be delighted to tell her.

v62-67

Isaac went out into the field to meditate. 

This is the first appearance of Isaac since he was on Mount Moriah (Gen_22:19). We see nothing of Isaac from the time of his "resurrection" to the time he is united with his bride.

The two were strangers when they married but their love developed and grew strong.
Allegory of the Church
Abraham = the Father

Isaac = the Son

Servant = the Holy Spirit

Rebekah = the Church
Sarah = Israel

Ishmael = not supposed to be…
Chapter 25

v1-6 - Abraham 140 - took a wife

1 Chronicles 1:32  Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham's concubine: she bare …

v6 -  other concubines?
Abraham = the father of many nations - Gen 17:4

v7-11 - Abraham died at 175

Compared to the ages of the pre-flood people Abraham dies rather young. We see that after the flood the life span of people decreases gradually. Noah lived to be 950, but Shem died at the age of 600. Abraham’s father, Terah reached 205.
Abraham's death brought Isaac and Ishmael together for the burial

v12-18 - condensed history of Ishmael, died 137
Havilah =  "Stretch of Sand" or circle
