Adult III – 9 Jan 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 19 

Chapter 19
This is one of the saddest chapters in the Bible. 

It shows the depth of man’s depravity and the fury of God’s wrath.

v1-3

- There has been a steady progression of compromise in Lot's life. He went from looking toward Sodom (Gen_13:10), to pitching his tent toward Sodom (Gen_13:12), then to living in Sodom (Gen_14:12) and losing everything. Now Lot sits in the gate of Sodom, indicating he is a civic leader.

- Lot himself was a righteous man who was grieved by the sin he saw around him (2 Peter 2:7-8), but because of his compromise few of his family and none of his friends were saved. Compromise destroyed his testimony.

- The hospitality Lot offered to the visitors was not unusual, but the urgency with which Lot offered it was because he feared the homosexuals in the town.
v3 First time "unleavened bread" is mentioned in the Bible. Next time is at the Passover in Egypt, Exodus 12:8
Read  2 Corinthians 6:14-18  What does this mean? Associate with sinners or participate in sins?
v4-11
- Men of Sodom wanted to abuse and rape these two visitors
- Lot thought that through compromise he might reach these men but he just showed his weakness
- v7 Lot called them "brethren" and they called (v9) Lot a sojourner who wants to be their "judge" Matt 7:1-6
- Lot offered his virgin daughters instead (low estate of women in the pre-Christian world) - Judges 19

- It was understood a guest was to be protected more than your own family.
Romans 1:26-28 - perverted lust of man
Our society preaches tolerance….  
How do you exercise tolerance without giving the impression of acceptance?

v12-14

- Lot's testimony was so weak that his sons-in-law he was joking
- We should note God’s generosity in offering to include anyone whom Lot wanted under his protection.
James 5:16  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
James 5:16  The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. (ESV)
- Lot shows us that it is possible to have a saved soul and a wasted life.
v15-29

- Lot had become attached to city life, especially that of Sodom, and pleaded to be allowed to go to Zoar
- The Lord showed mercy on Lot (v16b) by rescuing him from destruction for the sake of Abraham (v29) and even made a concession to Lot by allowing Lot to go to Zoar
v26 Lot's wife looked back (may be a euphemism for her setting out to return to the city)
Why do you think Lot's wife looked back?
- Jewish tradition says she was a native of Sodom; and that the reason of her looking, was to see what would be the end of her father's house and family
- Israel looked back to Egypt and as a result was not allowed to go into the Promised Land

Luke 9:62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.
Luke 17:32  Remember Lot's wife. (3rd shortest - 20)

John 11:35: Jesus wept. [11]

1 Thessalonians 5:16: Rejoice evermore. [17]

The reality is this: God will give us what we really want. When we really want the things of this world, God will let us have them - for a while. But when we really want the things of God, God will also let us have them - but forever.

v27 Abraham saw the results of 10 righteous having not been found
We do not read that there ever was any other contact between Abraham and Lot. Surely Abraham would have taken in Lot if he and his daughters would have come to him.

v30-38

- Lot had become a nobody in a no-place…
- He was afraid to stay in Zoar; the inhabitants probably resented him.

- Issues of fornication, incest, drunkenness, having children preserving the family lineage 

- Cascading problems as a result of one person's sin…Moabites and Ammonites were a constant pain for Israel
- Ruth, a daughter of Moab was the ancestor of King David and Jesus Christ. God can even make the deepest pit into a mountain top

