Adult III – 2 Jan 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapters 17 & 18

v13 Thou God seest me: = El-Roi  = God saw me and I saw God and lived…

v14 Beer-lahai-roi = "well of the Living One seeing me"

v15-16 Ishmael= God hears = is born when Abram is 86 years old

Galatians 4:21-31 - Allegory of 2 covenants, one of the flesh/law and one of promise/Spirit

Chapter 17

v1-8
Abram 99 years old, 13 years after Ishmael was born

Almighty God = El Shaddai = all powerful God = God who can make the seemingly impossible happen

"be thou perfect"…HOW?...believe…walk with God daily…David most always consulted God…Jesus did

Lev 19:2 God says: “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.”

I Peter1:15,16 - “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; For it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

Abram = "exalted father"

Abraham = "father of a multitude" or "chief of multitude" = nations & kings

Establish an everlasting covenant = gift of land
v9-14

Second part of the covenant = circumcision 

New born on 8th day…8 = new beginning

The uncircumcised is cut off…

Cannot become uncircumcised = Circumcised heart = eternal security (Deut 10:16 & 30:6, Jer 4:4)
  - Permanent physical change to represent a permanent spiritual change
Circumcised heart = repentant believer = regenerated spirit or born again
All that the Christian world enjoys, we owe to Abraham and his Seed. 

Not the seed of a woman that Man chose (Hagar) but the Seed of the woman that God chose (Sarah).

v15-19

Sarai = "my princess"

Sarah = "princess or noblewoman" = wife of a king

The changing of ones name was significant and used to symbolize the binding of a covenant
Abraham did not believe God
v18 - Sometimes we misunderstand God's promises, Ishmael vs Issac

Isaac = "he laughs"
Isaac will be the covenant bearer
v20-27

Abraham did not receive the promise of God, a legitimate heir, until after he was circumcised by faith

We do not receive the gift of eternal life until have a circumcised heart by faith, until we are spiritually reborn.

Ishmael was circumcised…

Ishmael's descendents, as Gentiles, could eventually participate in the promise.  There are many Arab Christians in the world.

Chapter 18
v1-8

Abraham was showing the customary hospitality expected 

v9-15
Where is Sarah your wife?  - when God asks questions it is not for his benefit but for ours, he is focusing Abraham and Sarah's attention on the coming fulfillment of his promise

Is anything too hard for the Lord? - this is a question that is asked often in the scriptures

v15 Sarah lied saying she had not laughed.  Later when Isaac is born Sarah turns this lie into a laughter of victory. There is a confession in what we read in Gen 21:6.

v16-21

 - God decides to reveal his hidden will to Abraham because God considered him a friend.  He revealed how he deals with nations.

Psalm 25:14  The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant.
- When you have a close personal relationship with your Saviour, the scriptures open up to you revealing God's will and principles 

v21 - possibly a foreshadowing of an Incarnate Word

v22-33
Was God's revelation of his intent a test of Abraham to see if he would intercede?

Was God trying to move Abraham’s heart? Could it be that our intercession is a sharing of the Lord's burden.

Abraham knows the situation in Sodom. 

He anticipates what the angels will find there and that God will wipe out the place.

v25 - Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?
Abraham goes away with the impression that there are fewer then ten righteous people in Sodom and that God is justified in turning the city upside down. In reality there is only one - Lot & God will not destroy the city while he is there.

Could it be that we are like Lot and because of our inaction there will be judgment upon the place where we live?
