Making Disciples

Lesson 11

21 November 2010

Key Verse:  2And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. (2 Timothy 2:2 )

Theme:  In the Great Commission Christ authorized and commanded believers to make disciples.  Thus every believer's stewardship includes the responsibility of introducing others to salvation in Christ and teaching them to be His obedient followers.  Discipleship is an ongoing cycle.

===========================================================================

I.  The Great Commission

A. Going to unbelievers
Matthew 28:18-20  18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me[Authority] in heaven and in earth. 19Go ye therefore, and teach[make disciples] all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching[instill doctrine] them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, [Our Partner] even unto the end of the world. Amen.


B.  Introducing sinners to Christ
1 Corinthians 15:3-4  3For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
Acts 2:38  38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.


C.  Instructing believers
Acts 2:41-47  47Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43And fear came upon every soul[psychē]: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47Praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
Acts 6:7  7And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.
Acts 8:4  4Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.
Acts 11:1  1And the apostles and brethren that were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God.
Ephesians 4:11-15  11And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12For the perfecting[equipping] of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: 14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

Luke 5:1-11 - thou shalt catch men

John 6:60-69 - the words of eternal life
II.  Discipleship in the Local Church

A. Utilizing teachers
1 John 5:13  13These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

[New believers need to be assured of their salvation.]

Acts 17:11  11These[Bereans] were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
[New believers need to be taught to spend time in God's Word.]
Luke 11:1  1And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.

[New believers need to be taught to spend time in prayer.]
Hebrews 10:24-25  24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.        

[New believers need to be taught to meet with other believers for fellowship, worship, training and ministry.]

B.  Reproducing teachers
2 Timothy 2:1-2  1Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
1 Corinthians 3:9  9For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.


C.  Rising above opposition

Matthew 10:16-42 - sheep in the midst of wolves
2 Corinthians 12:7-10  7And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
2 Timothy 4:4-7  4And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

6For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

