Redeeming the Time

Lesson 5

3 October 2010

Key Verses:  15See then that ye walk circumspectly (cautiously or carefully), not as fools, but as wise 16Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  (Ephesians 5:15-16) KJV

Key Verses:  15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16making the most of the time, because the days are evil.  (Ephesians 5:15-16) ESV

Theme:  Every person has a finite number of hours on this earth.  We live, we work, and we die.  Believers must prioritize and use their time wisely for the Lord.  Principles of redeeming time enhance stewardship.

Scripture Focus:

Psalm 90:12  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8  Matthew 6:24-33  Mark 6:7-13, 30-32  Luke 10:38-42  Ephesians 5:15-17
============================================================================

1.  The Schedule of Life

Ecc 3:1  For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

Ecc 3:2  a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

Ecc 3:3  a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

Ecc 3:4  a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

Ecc 3:5  a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

Ecc 3:6  a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

Ecc 3:7  a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

Ecc 3:8  a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

Q:  What has Solomon left out?...  

A.  A time to be born

Ecc 3:2  a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

Case Study:  Heather, a believer, is depressed. She is 42 and just learned that she is pregnant.  Her other 2 children are in high school.  She feels as if her plans have been ruined by this "unplanned" pregnancy.

Q:  Why do the teachings of evolution rob any meaning from life?


B.  A time of opportunity

Ephesians 5:15  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 

Ephesians 5:16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

Ephesians 5:17  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 

Q:  We have only the time between birth and death to fulfill our stewardship responsibilities.

Read:  Matthew 6:24-33  

Q:  How should this scripture influence our life day to day?



C.  A time to die

Q:  How should believers respond to the reality of death?

They should rejoice in their salvation and commit their lives to God.
2.  The Stewardship of Life's Schedule

(Moses prayer) Psalm 90:12  So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

Paraphrase:  Lord teach me to see the opportunities for wise living in each day.


A.  Set priorities



1.  The Lord's will and work

John 4:34  Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.

John 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

John 6:38  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

John 8:29  And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.
Q:  What was Jesus priority?



2.  The Lord's Day

Acts 20:7  And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.

1Corinthians 16:2  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.

Hebrews 10:24-25  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Q:  For what purpose are Christians to meet together regularly?



3.  The Lord's servant

1Corinthians 6:19-20  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

Psalm 1:2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

Psalm 4:4  Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah.

1Timothy 5:8  But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.

Read:  Ephesians 5:21-6:9

Q:  In addition to our personal responsibilities to God and to His church, what other responsibilities do we need to manage as priorities?


B.  Schedule priorities



1.  Inventory, evaluate, eliminate, prioritize



2.  Be flexible



3.  Reevaluate



4.  Submit to God

John 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.
