Giving Yourself First
Lesson 2
Key Verse:  And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.  (2 Corinthians 8:5)

Theme: Believers have been born again into God's family and have a new identity, which motivates us to live as God's children.  We must not center our lives on ourselves but on Christ, serving him faithfully.

Scripture Focus:

John 1:12

Romans 5:12 & 12:1-3

2 Corinthians 4:7

Galatians 5:13

Ephesians 2:8-10 & 4:7

Philippians 3:7-14
==================================================================
Read Student Book intro to Lesson 2…

Romans 12:1-3 - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
Mercies of God:


Justification


Adoption in Jesus and identification with Christ


Placed under grace not law


The gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit


Help in all affliction


Standing as God's elect


The certainty of coming glory


The confidence of no separation from the love of God


Total confidence in God's continued faithfulness

Personal Implications of giving oneself:
· Presentation v1- give ourselves - Baptism is symbolic of new birth - no longer self-centered
· Separation v2- Dual Citizenship? World & Kingdom of Heaven - What ID do we present.
· Transformation v2- Noetic (Intellect) Effects of Sin (negative effect of sin on the minds of all people), God sets our standards & priorities (Judgment House)
· Activation v2- our P, S &T prepares us to do the will of God
· Realization v3- who we truly are in Christ
· Faith - John 6:44  No one can come to Me unless the Father who has sent Me draw him, and I will raise him up at the last day.
Ephesians 4:7 - But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.
· every one of us = the saints in common
· Grace =  justifying, pardoning, adopting, sanctifying, and persevering grace, given to us, freely and liberally, not grudgingly, nor without motive and condition in them; 
· every one has differing one from another, and all of free grace:

Ephesians 2:8-10 - 8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
Additional Scripture:

1.  John 1:12 - But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
- Read John 1:11-13
1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for possession, so that you might speak of the praises of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
2.  Romans 5:12 - Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
3.  2 Corinthians 4:7 - But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
4.  Galatians 5:13 - For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
5.  Philippians 3:7-14 - 7But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 10That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 12Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
